Khartoum envoy meets Garang 

’\ KAMPALA (R) — The Sudanese government- and rebel leader John 
Garang opened talks under Ugandan mediation on Monday to end more 
than 10 years of dvil war. Sudan's representative. Minister for Economic 
Planning and Investment Ali A1 Hajj Mohammad, said the talks had made 
some headway bat details would be worked out Tuesday. The talks were 
held under the auspices of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, who is 
keen to end the conflict along his northern border. State radio said he told 
the two delegations that “secondary issues" were holding up a solution to 
Africa’s twin problems of independent decision-making and under- 
development. Mr. Mohammad said Colonel Garang. leader of the 
fractious Sudan People's Liberation Army fSPLA). had agreed in 
principle to attend a further round of peace talks known as the Abuja 
round after the Nigerian capital in which they were held in 1992. But 
further Abrna talks depended on the reaction of other factions of the 
SP£A, which has splintered in the past 18 months, be said. Col. Garang 
tos not available for comment. 
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Arafat to Clinton: Time running out 

SANAA IAP| — Palestine Liberation Organisation i PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat , addressing U.S. President Bill Clinton, darned Monday of 
war in the Middle East if a speedy solution to the Atab-Isracli conflict 
were not found soon. "The Balkanisation of the region K coming if there 
is to be no peaceful settlement. I say this to Clin Inn." Arafat said at a 
meeting early jn the day with a number of Arab reporters in Sanaa 
“Stability in the region is important for U.S. and European inieresK." he 
added. “Balkanisation" is a term used earlier this century in dcvrtbc the 
process of breaking up a region into small, mutually hostile political units 
as in the Balkans after World War I. Mr. Arafat was in Yemen a.s U S 
Secretary of State Wanen Christopher held talks with luo neighbouring 
key allies. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. He warned that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, with whom Mr. Christopher i> scheduled m meet 
on Tuesday, "will only have himself to blame for the crazv escalation of 
terrorism against our Palestinian people." 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; L AE 1.50 dirhams 


-i. Egypt may boost 

: mission In Baghdad 

CAlfeR) ““ EgyP 1 is consider- 
Wjqtf ting a more senior diplo- 
. ■ *(0. Us -caretaker mission in 
to improve services to 
t^Egyptan community in Iraq, 
a foreign Ministry source said 
. He was commenting on 

"'*• a the semi-official news- 
; papeAfAhrara quoting Foreign 
f - hfe&er Axnr Musa as denying 
dot fiaqi Pepaty Prime Minister 
.->• Tareq'Aziz would visit Cairo but 

addSiifat Egypt "“fib* streng- 
t hen kntasop m Baghdad. The 
- leader of the Palestine Liberation 
OrgaofeaBon (PLO), Yasser Axa- 
r fat, has been trying to reconcile 
... Iraq and Egypt 

Algerian delegation 
visits Morocco 

' •RABAT (R) — A member of 
-V Algeria's five-man collective 

S eadency arrived in Morocco 
r |sgb-tevd talks Monday, a 
r • month after die two countries 
: exchanged new ambassadors. Di- 
.plotnats add Redha Malek, who 
"• ■-! is also foreign minister, was ex- 
pected to meet King Hassan and 
\ Moroceafl Foreign Minister 
Abdul Ludf Hal) in a brief visit. 
-^Etr Ties between the two neighbours, 
strained for a long time because 
of conflict m the Western Sahara. 
-. Were sewed in January when 
Algeria interpreted comments by 
Kingfbsan as implicit support 
- for Muslim fundamentalists in 
- Algeria* fit a statement at Rabat 
. airport, Mr. Malek said the Alge- 
nan leadership had decided “to 
send oneof tts members to re- 
I sume the dialogue between our 
V two countries at the highest 
fevd.” 

7 Denktash threatens 
•to boycott U.N. talks 

' ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish Cyp- 
riot leader Rauf Denktash said 
"rf '‘Monday hewouki stay away from 
.^U.N.-sponsored talks if their ob- 
J ject to compel his community to 


Christopher arrives in Israel voicing 
hope for resumption of peace talks 

U.S. envoy assures Saudi Arabia, Kuwait of support, 
pays dramatic Beirut visit to meet Lebanese leaders 


- not go to New York to attend the 
•U.N. talks if the Turkish Cypriots 
• are forced to reach agreement 

. with a Greek-Cyprioi admin istra- 
.-Jion dial does not want a federa- 
• : lion," Mr. Denktash told a meet- 
. ing at Istanbul’s Marmara uni- 
versity. Cypnis. President-elect 
Olaftos Clerides has asked for 
... talks on how to reunite the di- 
vided bland, originally scheduled 
tor March 25, to be postponed. 
-. xjssibly to mid-April. 

Angolan peace talks 
set for Friday 

-ISBON (R) — Peace talks be- 
wcen the Angolan government 
utd the rebel movement UNTTA 
*i®,be held _ in the Ethiopian 
.tapital Addis Ababa Friday. 
J-N. representative in Angola 
'tfargaiet Anstee was quoted as 
aying on Monday. UNITA had 
igreed to accoept U.N. measures 

- - o guarantee the safety and secur- 

ty of the UNITA delegation, the 
tortuguese news agency Lusa 
(uoted Ms. Anstee as saying in its 
-uanda ddtdined report. The 
wo sides have been locked in 
.enewed conflict since the end of 
December and a first round of 
eace talks in Adtfis Ababa in 
ate January failed to produce a 
easefire (see page 8). 

tspin hospitalised 

VASHTNGTON (AP) — De- 
;nce Secretary Les Aspin was 

- imported Monday to be “dearlv 

•-' a ? cr hospitai- 

- *d late Sunday for shortness of 
wreath attributed to a “mild pre 

osftng heart condition," the 
said. A statement re- 
at the Pentagon said Mr. 
•sptn's physicians at George- 
’W) University Hospital had ex- 
nmed him at mid-morning and 
“d him “to be dearly im- 
oved." 

gyptlans leave for 
rtfcs with Sudan 

• JRO (R) — An Egyptian de- 
firion left for Khartoum Mon- 
’ for a new round of talks on a 
tier dispute with Sudan, a 
dgn Ministry spokesman said, 
talks will be at a lower level 
i previous rounds. The semi- 
- - aaJ newspaper A1 Ahram said 
earn is led by an ambassador, 
' tab Muqbil, rather than prcs- 
■ tial adviser Osama Ai Baz. 

- Baz excused himself on the 

- nds that he was involved in 
tsive diplomacy to resolve a 

over Palestinians expelled 
jrael, it said. 


Combined agency despatches 

TEL AVIV — U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
upon his arrival in Israel Monday 
he hoped Middle East peace talks 
would resume soon. 

Mr. Christopher, visiting Israel 
for two days of talks with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders, is ending 
a week-long peace mission in the 
region. 

“I hope that the negotiations 
will be resumed at the very ear- 
liest date," he said at Ben-Gurion 
airport after landing in a flight 
from Cyprus. 

“I hope with the help of the 
United States as a partner we can 
build this process towards a real 
breakthrough rather than a mis- 
sed opportunity.” 

Mr. Christopher told Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres the pur- 
pose of the tour was to revive the 
peace process as soon as possible. 

“President Bill Clinton has sent 
me to this region to assess, to 
consult and to focus the parties all 
the parties on the importance of 
resuming the process at the very 
earliest date.’’ he said. 

Before leaving Cypnis for Israel 
earlier in the evening. Mr. Christ- 
opher said that a consensus has 
emerged among the Arab countries 
he has visited during his whirlwind 
visit to renew the process as soon as 


possible. 

Mr. Christopher has to overcome a 
Palestinian commitment to stay away 
from the talks until Israel returns 
some 400 Palestinians expelled to 
Lebanon two months ago. 

A dramatic visit to Beirut earlier 
Monday focused on the expellees. 
Lebanese Foreign Minister Fairs 
Bouez said at a news conference with 
the U.S. diplomat that Lebanon 
would be satisfied if the Palestinians 
return “during an acceptable period 
of time.” 

The soft-line stand echoed that of 
Syria, the main power behind the 
Lebanese government. Damascus 
said Saturday it would not derail the 
talks for the sake of die expellees. 

Mr. Christopher eniphasised the 
traditionally dose U.S. -Israel rela- 
tionship in his remarks to Mr. Peres. 
“The ties between our two countries 
have proven strong and resilient.” he 
said, “and President Clinton is deter- 
mined to make them even stronger.** 

Mr. Peres told Mr. Christopher 
“We know that you are representing 
an administration ... that has started 
anew the process of peace and we do 
hope that this is the first step to the 
renewal of the peace negotiations. ** 

Mr. Christopher, who has greeted 
by a massive police presence, was 
whisked off to occupied Jerusalem. 

He will meet with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and members of the 
Palestinian delegations to the talks 
during his two-day visit, as well as 
tour Israel's frontlines with Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Earlier Monday, Mr. Christopher 


became the first senior U.S. official to 
visit Beirut in a decade Monday, 
flying by helicopter to suburban 
Yarze on the riskiest leg or his Middle 
East tour. 

Mr. Christopher met with 
Lebanese leaders under immense 
security during his two-hour stop at 
the Lebanese Defence Ministry. He 
then helicoptered back to Lainaea, 
Cyprus, for a brief stopover before 
leaving for Israel. ■ 

Mr. Christopher said later Lebanon 
assured him it wanted the peace talks 
to resume soon. 

Mr. Christopher held talks with 
President Elias Hrawi, Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik AI Hariri and Foreign 
Minister Bouez at the heavily- 
guarded Defence Ministry on the 
eastern edge of Beirut. 

“I have heard today from the 
Lebanese leaders ... that they agree 
like other leaders in this region ... 
there should be an early return to the 
negotiations and parties should return 
to the table as soon as posable." Ik 
told a news conference. 

Asked what he could have achieved 
during such brief talks in Lebanon. 
Mr. Christopher said; "A commit- 
ment from the Lebanese government 
to resume (peace) negotiations as 
soon as possible." 

“Our consultations have given me a 
better sense of the road ahead. It 
won’t be easy.” he said. 

“But 1 think we have begun a 
process here which will enable us to 
work effectively together in the future 
provided the parties are prepared to 
come bade to the negotiations and do 


their part." 

Mr. Bouez said Lebanon still 
wanted to see the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 
799. which demands Israel im- 
mediately cake back the Palestinian 
expellees trapped in South Lebanon 
for nine weeks. 

"It is very dangerous to open the 
way for the interpretation of United 
Nations decisions. " Mr. Bouez said 
when asked about a U.S. -Israeli deal 
for the Jewish state to speed up a 
judicial review of expellees’ cases. 

“But at the same time we think the 
implementation of the 799 decision 
during an acceptable period of time 
with respect to the unity of this 
decision will help the peace negotia- 
tions and will create a positive atmos- 
phere for restarting the peace pro- 
cess.” 

“The commitment of the Clinton 
administration is strong enough (for 
Lebanon) to pursue the peace talks." 
Mr. Bouez said. 

Mr. Christopher said he told Leba- 
non Washington “is willing to commit 
itself to be a full partner to move this 
process forward," restating what he 
told leaders in Egypt. Jordan. Syria, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

Such an active U.S. role was not 
promised by hb predecessor James 
Baker in the peace talks, which 
started 16 months ago. 

“There b a process under way. It’s 
in no-one’s interest that the peace 
process should be held up. be held 
hostage to their (the deportees’) 

(Continued on page 5) 


Exiles expect little from U.S. Shells land 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian exiles 
expected little Monday from a 
visit to Lebanon by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
and said Arab states still stood by 
them. 

Abdul Aziz AI Rantisi, the 
leader of the 396 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel and stranded 
for nine weeks ih South Lebanon, 
rejected a proposal from Mr. 
Christopher that Israel should 
speed up judicial reviews of the 
evictees' cases. 

“We prefer death over sumbit- 
ting any appeals to committees 
(in Israel),’’ said Dr. Rantisi, 
adding the Israeli review of their 
cases was an attempt to pretend 
the mass expulsion was legal. 

“We have refused to appeal to 
any review committees and we 


refuse the outcome of these com- 
mittees," added Dr. Rantisi. a 
founding member of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement Hamas. 

Mr. Christopher flew from 
Kuwait to Cypnis Monday and 
was taken by helicopter to Leba- 
non before continuing on to 
Israel — his last stop. 

He is touring the region to 
revive Arab- Israeli peace talks 
stalled since Israel expelled the 
Palestinians on Dec. 17. He still 
has to solve the dispute caused by 
the expulsion. 

Lebanese officials said they 
would stress to Mr. Christopher 
the evictees were not a Lebanese 
responsibility so Israel most take 
them back. 

“We are not waiting for bis 
visit as if it is the most important 
thing or will lead to a solution to 


out case,” Dr. Rantisi said. “The 
(expellees) have not pinned their 
hopes on his visit." 

Dr. Rantisi hailed Arab leaders 
who met Mr. Christopher since 
Thursday for giving the evictees 
problem a high priority. 

“The stand of Arab states are 
fixed (against expulsion) and the 
expe Dees’ case was their first 
concern. It was raised for discus- 
sion at every place where Christ- 
opher.” be said. 

He said evictees would never 
break a vow that all should go 
back together even if Israel . 
offered their return in phases. 

“Return in stages is flatly re- 
fused by us,” Dr. Rantisi said. 
“What (we) agree to is a collec- 
tive return only and there’s no 
room for interpretation from now 
on. This decision is finaL*' 


U.N. sets up Balkan war crimes court 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Coundl took aim at 
“ethnic cleansing," mass killings 
and systematic rape in the Bal- 
kans by dedding Monday to set 
up the first war crimes tribunal 
since World War II. 

Diplomats hoped their unani- 
mous vote to approve creation of 
a war crimes court would deter 
further atrocities in former 
Yugoslavia, where fighting rages 
on. However, the establishment 
of the court itself and its rules for 
operation are still months away, 
and Bosnia’s U-N. ambassador 
cast doubt on whether war crimes 
will stop. 

“We should not kid ourselves 


that war criminals are going to be 
deterred by just the establish- 
ment of a tribunal,” Mohammad 
Sadrbey, the Bosnian envoy, told 
reporters. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bernard Merimee said the resolu- 
tion sends war criminals a “dear 
message that they will be held 
responsible for their acts." 

Serbs, Croats and Muslims 
have all allegedly committed 
crimes in the war that broke out 
as Yugoslavia fell apart in mid- 
1991. U.N. investigators have 
blamed the Serbs for the worst 
atrocities. 

Among those who may face 
war crimes proceedings are Ser- 


bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, and eight 
other Serb or Croat military lead- 
ers or prison camp commandants. 
The U.S. State Department iden- 
tified them in December as prob- 
able war criminals. 

While the 15-nation Security 
Council worked to end war- 
crimes, the United States was 
moving to force humanitarian 
supplies through to starving resi- 
dents of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
The Clinton administration was 
preparing to drop supplies into 
eastern Bosnia from airplanes, 
taking the place of stranded truck 
supply convoys (see page 8). 



‘SECURITY’ CHECK: An Israeli soldier checks Warren Christopher was scheduled to arrive. Four 
a Palestinian boy in Arab East Jerusalem on Palestinians were arrested after ihree Israeli vehi- 
Monday, a few hours before U.S. Secretary of State cles were set ablaze (AFP pholoi 

Christopher reportedly plans to 
seek Israeli timetable for Golan 


near exiles’ 
tent camp 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Artillery shells 
fired by Israeli or its militia ally 
crashed Monday near a camp 
housing about 400 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel. Military 
sources said no casualties were 
reported. 

The shelling, which appeared 
to be aimed at suspected hideouts of 
resistance fighters, earned into a 
10th day the latest wave of hostili- 
ties between Israel and Hizbol- 
lafa. 

The violence was overlapped 
with a tour of the Middle East by 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who is trying to 
revive the stalled Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Israeli troops and allied irregu- 
lars of the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia are battling guerril- 
las of Hizbollah and other resist- 
ance groups in South Lebanon. 

The shell blasts shook the evic- 
tees out of their late morning 
slumber on the first fasting day 
marking the beginning of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Many rushed out of the tents, 
hair dishevelled, hastily pulling up 
their pants, to shout questions to 
reporters about what was hap- 
pening around tbeir camp in 
southeast Lebanon. 

Smoke and dust billowed from 
a bill about 500 metres south of 
the camp. Lebanese army officers 
manning a checkpoint near the 
canrp said the hill was hit by five 
round of Howitzers at 9 a.m. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — After 
getting Syrian support to resume 
Mideast peace talks. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher will 
ask Israel to define its offer to 
pull back in the Golan Heights, 
an Israeli daily reported Monday. 

Palestinian officials said they 
still do not expect Syria to resume 
negotiations until the issue of 400 
Palestinians expelled by Israel is 
settled. 

The report on the Golan in the 
daily Yedioth Ahronoth came 
hours before Mr. Christopher 
was to arrive to meet with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders. 

Han an Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for the Palestinian delegation, 
told Israel Radio she would be 
surprised if Damascus agrees to 
resume talks before the expulsion 
issue is resolved. She said this 
remained the stance of the 
Palestinians, too. 


“We have explained very clear- 
ly that there are very serious 
obstacles that we cannot over- 
come... we are not saying that 
these are preconditions. We are 
saying that these are obstacles 
that we cannot surmount,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said. 

The Palestinians planned to 
discuss the expulsions, accusa- 
tions of Israeli human rights 
violations, the role of the United 
States in peace talks and its rela- 
tionship with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 
sources dose to the Palestinian 
delegation said. 

The sources said the delegates 
would be willing to consider a 
phased return of the evictees if 
Israel would pledge not to use 
expulsions again against Palesti- 
nians. 

Israel has agreed to return 101 
of the men immediately and the 


‘No crisis’ after sudden 
U.N. inspection in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — U.N. 
weapons inspectors rummaged 
through three Iraqi military sites 
for hidden ballistic missiles in 
surprise searching Monday. It 
was not immediately known what 
they found, but a team leader 
said there was “no crisis." 

An Iraqi official said the teams 
found nothing. 

Chief inspector Nikita Smido- 
vich said he would first report to 
the U.N. special commission ab- 
out Monday's findings. 

“You should not assume there 
is a crisis here. No crisis," Mr. 
Smidovich told reporters after 
returning to Baghdad's Sheraton 
Hotel. 

The search followed reports 
that a 13-member ballistic missile 
team lead by Frenchman Patrice 
Palanque had come across evi- 
dence that Irag was hiding ballis- 
tic missile facilities. 

U.N. experts had said it was a 
major finding and had not ruled 


out tbe possibility that Iraq is 
hiding missiles, capable of car- 
rying nuclear war heads at the 
site. 

Mr. Smidovich, whose team of 
20 inspectors flew in from 
Bahrain at dawn, said the sur- 
prise inspections of several sites 
were “most specifically related to 
the long-range missiles.” 

The Russian’s group arrived in 
Iraq about the same time as the 
team of 13 inspectors, which had 
been due to leave the country 
Monday, announced it was 
staying on. 

“It was a specific task to check 
several sites. To check certain 
information ... in these locations 
there might be items prohibited 
by 687," Mr. Smidovich told re- 
porters at the end the day's in- 
spections. “It was an important 
visit.” 

He was referring to Security 
(Continued on page 5) 


remainder by (he end of the year. 

Mr. Christopher is now ex- 
pected to urge Israel to expedite 
the return by accelerating a 
promised judicial review of the 
expulsions. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said he did not anticipate Mr. 
Christopher would demand furth- 
er Israeli action. 

Mr. Peres, who met with Mr. 
Christopher in Washington last 
week, was to meet him at the 
airport later Monday. No other 
meetings with Israeli leaders were 
scheduled until Tuesday. 

Ahronoth quoted unnamed 
political sources as saying they 
expected Mr. Christopher to ask 
Prime Minister Yithzak Rabin to 
spell out Israel's line of withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights in 
return for peace with Syria. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 

Fighting 
kills 7 in 
S. Somalia; 
aid worker 
shot dead 

MOGADISHU ( AP) — Fighting 
between rival factions killed 
seven Somalis and wounded 21 in 
the southern port of Kismayu 
Monday, and gunmen killed an 
Irish nurse in a roadside ambush 
near Mogadishu, military officials 
said. 

The Kismayu fighting was the 
most serious in Somalia in weeks 
and came a day before U.S. 
forces in the area were to start 
heading home. A ceremony sche- 
duled for Tuesday to turn over 
control of the security operation 
in Kismayu to Belgian forces was 
postponed. 

(Continued on page 5l 

U.N. report estimates aid need at 
$250 million, page 2 
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Pieces seem to fall into places as Christopher pursues Mideast mission 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite the low 
expectations with which be 
started his Middle East tour, 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher seems to have suc- 
ceeded in achieving progress in 
his mission to put the stalled 
Arab-Israeli peace talks back 
on track. 

While none of the countries 
Mr. Christopher since Thurs- 
day visited has publicly 
announced its agreement to 
the resumption of the talks, all 
have indicated willingness to 
return to the negotiating table 
as soon as possible. - 

In Jordan. His Majesty King 
Hussein wanted against any 
“substantial delay” in the 
talks, while Syrian officials said 
Damascus would work 
together with the United States 
to resume the talks in "a con- 
venient and admirable atmos- 
phere." Egypt pledged to help 


restart the talks, suspended 
since Dec. 17 when Israel ex- 
pelled to South Lebanon about 
400 Palestinians it claims are 
members of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) and 
Islamic Jihad. 

All Arab leaders who met 
with Mr. Christopher continue 
to consider the evictee que& 
tion an impediment to resum- 
ing the talks, but they seem 
willing to accept a compromise 
to tbe problem, even it may fall 
short of a complete imple- 
mentation of Security Council 
Resolution 799. 

The importance of the peace 
process seems to outweigh tbe 
concern for the immediate re- 
turn of the expelled Palesti- 
nians. But a face-saving settle- 
ment to the issue, especially 
for the Palestinians, is the 
minimum prerequisite for a de- 
cision to go back to the nego- 
tiating table. 

It is in this direction that Mr. 
Christopher is reportedly 


directing his effort in his first 
foreign mission since be took 
office last month. 

Israel's expulsion of the 417 
Palestinians might have pushed 
the Rabin government into a 
tight corner, but its worst im- 
pact befell the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
which will be committing poli- 
tical suicide if it agrees to 
resume the peace process be- 
fore an acceptable solution to 
this debacle is found. 

Tbe PLO will die too, only 
slower, if it gives up the talks. 

Tbe risk in abandoning the 
peace process is immense for 
the PLO because this means 
virtually conceding defeat to 
Palestinian hardliners who 
opposed the negotiations from 
the very beginning. If that hap- 
pens, though it is very unlikely, 
Israel would have delivered to 
tbe hardliners what they bat- 
tled for two years to achieve: 
The abortion of the peace pro- 
cess and eventually the lead- 


ership of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

Considering the LLS. deci- 
sion to stick by the deal it 
struck with Israel on the evic- 
tees, the fate of Mr. Christ- 
opher’s mission will thus large- 
ly depend on his talks with 
Israeli officials and Palestinian 
leaders when he starts his 
negotiations in Israel and the 
occupied territories Tuesday . 

NEWS ANALYSIS , 

■ ■ i 

Mr. Christopher is reported- 
ly going to push Israel into 
accelerating the review of indi- 
vidual cases of tbe expellees, 
probably working to get it to 
outline a timetable for a 
phased return of the exiles. 

That could save face for the 
Palestinians and Israelis, 
prompting both to make a 
compromise to save the peace 
process. The chances that they 
will accept such a solution are 
high, considering tbe declared 


interest the two parties have in 
keeping the peace process roll- 
ing. and what both see as the 
nightmarish scenario that the 
failure of Mr. Christopher's 
mission will entail. 

The PLO will have to accept 
such a compromise because it 
cannot afford to let the peace 
process slip away, nurturing 
the support of Hamas in the 
occupied territories through 
what will be perceived as the 
futility of peaceful negotiations 
to fulfil the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. Tbe PLO’s 
support in the occupied terri- 
tories will fade away as Hamas 
will claim a larger backing 
from the Palestinians. 

This is something that neith- 
er Israel nor its Arab partners 
in the negotiations want to see 
happening. 

Combine that with the nega- 
tive impact an end to the peace 
process will have on Israel if it 
is believed rp be responsible 
for it. and optimism for a 


softening of the Israeli position 
on the evictees is in line. 

Also. Mr. Christopher has 
something to offer to both par- 
ties in return for sending home 

successful in his first foreign 
policy test as secretary of state. 

To the Arabs, his pledge to 
be more involved in the peace 
talks — a full partner though 
the term is yet to be better 
clarified — will be encouraging 

on the grounds that it might 
entail U.S. pressure on Israel 
during what has thus been a 
dead end negotiations. An 
Arab wish would be met. 

By getting Israel out of the 
comer on the evictee issue. 
Mr. Christopher would have 
helped Israel out of its crisis 
without having to face more 
U.N. action, with the U.S. not 
heeding Arab demands to ex- 
ercise pressure on Israel. That 
would be a push that the Rabin 
government would welcome 
and present to the Israeli pub- 
lic. 


Another pressuring element 
on the PLO to facilitate Mr. 
Christopher's mission and 
accept what he will offer on the 
evictees is the willingness of 
other Arab parties to go back 
to the talks. 

Jordan. Syria and Lebanon 
have indicated they want to 
restart the peace talks, but it 
will be extremely difficult for 
them to do that without the 
PLO. appearing to have aban- 
doned the Palestinian people. 
Accordingly, they are expected 
to apply behind-the-scene 
pressure on the Palestinians to 
return to the negotiations. 

At least to minimise its los- 
ses, the PLO is expected to 
give a positive answer to Mr. 
Christopher. Once that hap- 
pens. other Arab parties would 
have no reason not to ask the 
U.S. to set a date for the 
reopening of the talks in 
Washington and Mr. Christ- 
opher’s visit would eventually! 
be declared a success. 
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Hundreds of thousands at risk in Sudan famine 


By Paul Eedle 
Reuter 


KHARTOUM — Hundreds of 
thousands of people across vast 
areas of southern Sudan are at 
risk from famine because of 
civil war, tribal fighting and the 
disintegration of the main 
southern rebel movement. 

Relief agencies have been 
able to resume flights to many 
towns but cannot reach many 
people in the bush. The agen- 
cies are restricted by lack of 
money and fear a new govern- 
ment offensive against the re- 
bels could drive yet more peo- 
ple from their land. 

Aid workers say the worst- 
hit region is Upper Nile pro- 
vince. where a split in the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Par- 
ty (SPLA) has triggered three 
bouts of fighting between the 
Nuer and Dinka tribes since 
the end of 1991. 

Giorgio Maragliano, senior 
adviser at the U.N.'s World 
Food Programme (WFP), said 
aid workers who had visited 
the town of Kongor, 1,000 
kilometres south of Khartoum, 
bad found starvation as serious 
as in the much more widely 


publicised crisis in Somalia. 

“You see really skeletons 
not even strong enough to dis- 
charge the food that came in 
the plane,” he said. 

Relief agencies estimate 
there are 145,000 people in the 
area around Kongor and two 
other towns, BOR and DUK, 
who have been displaced from 
their homes by the tribal fight- 
ing and are in extremely poor 
condition. 

Assessment teams which 
have visited the area found no 
children under the -age of five 
and judged that mortality rates 
were high. 

Another 100,000 people, 
mostly from the cattle-herding 
Dinka, have been pushed 
southwards 350 kilometres or 
more to areas along the Ke- 
nyan border. 

Aid workers say problems in 
Upper Nile have been made 
worse because the faction of 
the SPLA which dominated 
the area, the Nuer-ted Nasir 
group, has begun to disinte- 
grate. 

They believe there is a dan- 
ger the region could collapse 
into anarchy as individual com- 
manders establish themselves 
as local warlords — such as in 


Somalia, where the United 
States sent 24,000 troops in 
December to ensure food 
reached the starving. 

On Jan. 17, a Nasir faction 
commander attacked a convoy 
of barges carrying United Na- 
tions food aid op the Nile, the 
first river shipment for several 
years, and looted 1300 tonnes 
of grain — more than half the 
cargo. 

“The SPLA, at least the 
Nasir faction, seems to be fall- 
ing apart to such an extent that 
even the government is wor- 
ried by the vacuum,” one relief 
official said. “People are in a 
desperate situation because 
any kind of structure has fallen 
apart.” 

A second area of critical 
concern is Bahr Al Ghazal 
province, where relief agencies 
estimate 203,000 people in the 
countryside around the town of 
Wun Rog, 850 kilometres 
southwest of Khartoum, are 
surviving by gathering wild 
foods. 

They have received no relief 
aid since 1990. 

The government recaptured 
several towns in the area in an 
offensive last year against John 
Garang's Din lea-dominated 


UNRWA seeks urgent aid from Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — A U.N. agency 
that helps more than 2.6 million 
Palestinian refugees has appealed 
for funds from oil -rich Gulf Arab 
states, warning it might have to 
cut down its services if urgent 
financial aid is not provided. 

liter Turkman, the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA) commissioner-general, 
said the agency was going 
through a severe financial crisis. 

Mr. Turkman, quoted in the 
newspaper Emirates News Mon- 
day, said he was touring the Gulf 
in search of $5 million for UN- 
RWA. He has already visited 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar and is 


due to go to Bahrain and Oman. 

“An extra sum of $20 million is 
required in the current year and I 
hope that the Gulf states will 
provide at least $5 million." be 
said while on a visit to Abu 
Dhabi. 

“I hope the Gulf states will 
provide assistance commensurate 
with their abilities to enable the 
agency to continue its work.” 

UNRWA is financed by the 
U.N. but Gulf states have reg- 
ularly contributed more than 
their normal share under U.N. 
rules. 

The agency provides health, 
education and other aid to more 
than 2.6 million Palestinians dis- 
placed in die 1948 and 1967 Arab- 


Israel delays expulsion of Messianic Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has 
temporarily extended residency 
permits of three families from the 
United States and South Africa 
ordered out because they were 
Messianic Jews, officials said 
Monday. 

The interior ministry agreed to 
a two-week extension at the re- 
quest of three Israeli legislators 
wbo said they were trying to 
amend the law of entiy, which 
would solve the problem for some 
Messianic Jews, a ministry state- 
ment said. 

Earlier this month, the three 
families had been told to leave 
Israel by Sunday, Feb. 21, after 
the supreme court rejected their 
request to be given citizenship as 
Jews. The court ruled that since 
they believed Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, they were no longer Jews 
but Christians. 


According to Israel's “law of 
return,” automatic citizenship k 
granted to all Jews on condition 
they are not members of another 
religion or a threat to public 
health. 

Messianic Jews, some of whom 
are known as Jews for Jesus, 
number several hundred 
thousand worldwide. About 

2,000 live in Israel, including 
some native Israelis. Despite 
their belief in Jesus as the Mes- 
siah, they consider themselves 
Jews and observe Jewish era- 1 
toms. 

One of the American couples, 
Richard and Rickie Kenball, 
moved to Israel from Hope, Ida- 
ho, in 1980. The other American 
couple, Sidney Earl and Linda 
Speakman, moved to Israel in 
1988 from Portland, Oregon. 

The South African couple. 


Gary and Shirley Beresford, both 
were bom in Johannesburg and 
immigrated from Zimbabwe in 
1986, They have two grown sons 
who- are not Messianic Jews and 
are citizens. 

Benny Tetnldn of die left-wing 
Meretz Party said a proposed 
amendment to the “law of re- 
turn” would grant permanent re- 
sidency to anyone with a first- 
degree relative who was a citizen 
or had served in die army. 

“It is certainly sad,” Mr, Tern- 
kin told die Associated Press. 
“We are talking about three fami- 
lies. They love this country.” 

Mr. Tern kin added that the 
Jewish state has long struggled 
with the definition of a Jew and 
an Israeli. He urged a humanita- 
rian approach to dealing with the 
Messianic Jews. 


Kuwait, Philippines agree on maids crisis 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and the 
Philippines have agreed joint me- 
asures to curb abuse of Filipina 
maids by Kuwaiti employers, a 
Philippines diplomat said 
Monday. 

Consul-General Wenceslao 
Ouirolgico said Kuwait had also 
pledged to help the repatriation 
to Manila of 300 Filipina domes- 
tic servants who have taken re- 
fuge at the Philippine embassy 
complaining of abuse by em- 
ployers. 

He told Reuters a “joint 
mechanism” to tackle servant 
abuse had been agreed by Philip- 
pines Labour Minister Nieves 
Cbnfesor and Interior Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad H ■ '••• 

AJ Sabah during a i*M» «>) 
by Ms. Confesor ending Sunday. 

Kuwait had undertaken to act 
on their side of the programme 


within the next two weeks in an 
agreement reached amicably in 
which both sides had shown de- 
termination in tackling the issue, 
he added. 

Hundreds of servants from the 
Philippines and the Indian sub- 
continent have complained in re- 
cent years of being beaten, raped 
or denied pay by Kuwaiti em- 
ployers. 

Kuwaiti officials say the reports 
of assaults are either fabricated or 
exaggerated by a minority of 
women who want to get out of 
contracts and go home. They say 
much of the blame lies with re- 
cruiting agencies. 

Agents in Kuwait and Asia 
recruit the maids, usually by 
colour photographs or video 
tapes, many would be servants 
are university graduates. 

They sometimes hand over 


their entire savings in foes to 
work in the emirate. Agents also 
receive- foes from the Kuwaiti 
families who hire the maids. 

Many of the 300 maids are 
stranded at the embassy because 
by law they need their employers’ 
permission to leave the country. 
The employers, citing labour dis- 
putes with the maids, have not 
granted permission. 

“Some of the allegations in- 
dude maltreatment or physical 
and sexual abuse,” said Mr. 


The 300 are among about 9,000 
Filipina domestic servants in 
Kuwait. Of the 35,000 Filipino 
workers in Kuwait, 11,000 lack 
work and residence papers, be. 
said. 

“We agreed to establish a joint 
mechanism,” Mr. Quirokmfeo 
said. 


Israeli wars. It works in Jordan? 
Lebanon, Syria, Egypt and the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Turkman said limiting UN- 
RWA’s work could worsen the 
plight erf Palestinians at a time of- 
turmoil in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, high unemployment 
and frequent Israeli-imposed cur- 
fews on Palestinians. 

“In such situations, when the 
refugees cannot even go out to 
buy food in the market, UNRWA 
conies to their assistance," be 
said. 

The 350,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees in Lebanese refugee 
camps are also almost entirely 
dependant on UNRWA, he said. 


faction of the SPLA. 

Aid workers have been able 
to reach some of die towns in 
the last few weeks, including 
Rumbek and Yirol, but found 
them almost totally empty of 
civilians and could not assess 
conditions in the surrounding 
bush, which is still controlled 
by Coload Ganmg. 

An assessment team which 
visited Parayang. some way to 
the east, found many of the 

25,000 people there infected 
with a kilter disease, Kab-Azar, 
spread by parasite-infected 
sandflies. 

“Another fear is that this is 
the area where they (the gov- 
ernment) are going to start an 
offensive very soon and that is 
going to produce a lot of suf- ■ 
faring,” a relief workers said. 

He said the U.N. agencies 
were considering air-dropping 
food in areas where planes 
could not land. A regular pat- 
tern of aid flights to the region 
aright also deter an offensive. 

The third area worrying re- 
lief officials is the least accessi- 
ble: The Nuba mountains west, 
of Khartoum. 

• There have been persistent 
reports the government forced 

anywhere from 15,000 to 


50,000 Nuba tribes people off 
their land, into resettlement 
camps after they sided with the 
SPLA. Diplomats say many 
have been killed or impris- 
oned. 

“We know that there is 
famine in these areas and the 
situation is very severe and we 
cannot access mem,” the relief 
worker said. 

The WFP’s Maragliano said 
an agreement last December 
between the U.N., the 
Sudanese government and 
three SPLA factions on im- 
proved access to famine areas 
by air, river and train had 
greatly helped relief work. The 
gove rnme nt was also donating 
all the grain required for aid 
during 1993. 

But Western countries, 
which have been squeezing the 
Islamic government in Khar- 
toum to cooperate more with 
aid agencies and stop alleged 
human rights abases, had not 
yet pledged the $100 million 
needed to pay for other needed 
food and transport. 

“Now that the government is 
living up to what we always 
requested, it is up to the inter- 
national community to do its 
part,” Mr. Maragliano said. 


HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


Mubarak against any revision of new law 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said a new law 
likely to stop Muslim fundamentalists controlling professional 
associations will not be repealed or revised, newspapers reported 
Monday. Lawyers and engineers went on strike Sunday in protest 
at the law, which makes elections to syndicate councils invalid 
miii-cc 50 per cent of members vote. In several cases, fundamental- 
ists have won control on very low turnouts. The newspapers quoted 
Mr. Mubarak as telling armed forces officers in Aswan on Sunday: 
“I dedarc there will be no repeal and no revision of a law which 
was issued in the public interest.” He said it was “not reasonable 
that a small, organised group should try to impose its control on the 
majority and create an atmosphere which drives the majority to 
abstain from taking part in expressing its opinion." The opposition 
argues dial die turnout for elections at all levels in Egypt, including 
parliament, is very low because so few Egyptians believe elections 
are fair. The new law also bans professional associations from 
collecting and distributing money for purposes not directly relating 
to their main function. After an earthquake in Cairo m October, 
tbe associations and other groups dominated by fundamentalists 
angered the government by competing with rhe state in relief work. 

Algeria to take Bosnian war wounded 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria will take in 60 war wounded from Bosnia 
for hospital treatment, die official news agency APS reported 
Monday. The group was due to arrive later Monday aboard an 
Algerian airliner from Split. They will be treated at Algerian 
hospitals during the Holy Month of Ramadan. Algeria has set up a 
solidarity committee, composed of representatives of the govern- 
ment and humanitarian groups, for victims of the fighting in the 
former Yugoslavia. The committee has collected funds to finance a 
relief programme in favour of Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Boxing champ Bowe visits Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — World heavyweight booting champion 
Rickfick Bowe put on a bullet-proof vest and stepped into one of 
the world’s toughest arenas Monday to bring what he hoped would 
be inspiration to the people of Somalia. Mr. Bowe was on a 
one-day goodwill visit to raise funds for the famine-hit country and | 
tour chanty projects. “I want to give them inspiration and make 


charity, on a cargo plane he chartered from the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi. At Mogadishu Airport, Mr. Bowe was quickly told to don 
a bullet-proof vest and helmet as a seven- vehicle military convoy 
whisked him through the streets of Mogadishu, troubled by snipers 
almost daily. Mr. Bowe said be was earmarkhig proceeds from a 
possible title defence in June — against Evander Hoiyfield. whom 
be dethroned last November — for Somalia, where more than 
300,000 people have died from a civil war-induced famine since 
1991. Asked bow much this would be, Mr. Bowe said: “It varies at 
this point, but we will work something out.” 

Demjanjuk to start hunger-strike next week 

TEL AVIV (AP) — John Demjan juk, convicted in Israel as the 
Nazi guard “Ivan die terrible," will start a hunger strike next week 
to protest a delay in a ruling on bis appeal, his attorney’s office said 
Monday. Demjan juk, 72, will stop eating on March 1 to demand 
Israel's supreme court issue its ruling, said a statement from 


attorney Yoram ShefteTs office. Tbe five-judge panel wound up 
the hearings on the appeal in June 1992. Justice mi n istr y 
spokeswoman Etty Eshed said earlier this month that she could not 
predict when the court would rule. A former Ohio auto worker, 
Demjanjuk was extradited from the United States in 1986 and 
convirted in April 1980. He was sentenced to death. He was 
identified as being Ivan, a gas chamber operator at the Treblinka 
camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. Tbe Ukrarnian-bom Demjanjuk 
says he is a victim of mistaken identity. He says he was captured by 
tiie Germans in May 1942 while serving in the Soviet army and 
spent the time in question as a prisoner of war. 
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Actor Mem Heston puts on a bullet-pnrfr vest as he starts a tear of Mo gaffi s hu harbour (AFP 
photo) 

U.N. report estimates aid for 
Somalia in 1993 at $250 million 


MOGADISHU (AP) — A U.N. 
wish list seeks more than $250 
million this year to fight famine in 
Somalia and start rebuilding a 
country shattered by civil war. 
says a draft report obtained Sun- 
day. 

The largest funding requests 
were $92.2 million for refugees 
and $41.2 million for food aid, 
said the report obtained by the 
Associated Press. 

Tbe report includes proposed 
United Nations projects to res- 
tore water systems, schools, agri- 
culture and health care. The plan 
hinges on allied forces continuing 
to maintain security in the lawless 
country. 

The report, given Saturday to 
U.N. officials for final review, is 
to be presented at a donors' 
conference March 11 in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. An aid package 
could provide a boost to peace 
talks between rival factions sche- 
duled there four days later. 

“Somalia as a nation and socie- 
ty lies in rains,” says the report, 
which estimates up to 500,000 
people, died last year of starva- 
tion or famine-related diseases 
during dan related warfare. 

“Today, an estimated 1.5 mil- 
lion Somalis remain at great risk 
and up to three times that num- 
ber need some form of assist- 
ance,” the report says. 

Hie draft report also said em- 


ployment and fanning program- 
mes would each cost $20 million 
and education S7.6 million. 

It calls for the beginning of a 
repatriation programme for 
*800,000 Somali refugees in 
Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti. 

“Further funds should be ear- 
marked by donors for disburse- 
ment in the course of tbe year,” 
says tbe report titled “Relief and 
Rehabiliation Programme for 
Somalia.” 

The report, which noted earlier 
U.N. development efforts in 
Somalia fell short of their goals, 
was criticised by some relief offi- 
cials as being too hasty and overly 
ambitious. 

But U.N. Officials say the 
country's enormous needs must 
be met without delay. 

“We could go on forever, but 
donors are anxious to know what 
we want ” said Pat Banks, a U.N. 
coordinator who drafted tbe re- 
port. “There’s a lot more that 
needs to be done. These are only 
projects we can begin immediate- 
ly-'’ 

U.N. spokesman Farouk Maw- 
lawi said be expected some 
changes in tbe proposal. 

“Some projects may be found 
impractical," he said. 

“Let’s hope they can do half of 
what they ray. It's the first time 


I’ve seen a document as ambi- ■ 
tious as that," said an official erf a 
private ns fief organisation who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

flan fighting in Somalia fol- 
lowed the ouster of dictator,* 
Mohammad Siad Bane in Janu- 
ary 1991. Last December, the 
U-S.-fed forces of Operation Res- 
tore Hope halted dan fighting in 
southern Somalia and escorted 
relief shipments to famine- 
devastated areas. 

The draft report says the suc- 
cess of the 1993 programme “wffl 
be largely dependant on three 
major factors: Security, the. 
Somalis themselves and the re- 
sponse of the international com- 
munity." 

U.S.-led fames numbering ab- 
out 33,000 personnel, mdudwg 
some 17,000 from the United 
States, are ensuring security in- 
Somalia. A U-N.-fed force of 
about 20,000 to 25,000 troops, 
wfth about SjOOO Americans, tf-fo 
assume responsibility under a r 
mandate the U.N. Security Coast- 
al is to consider this week. •/. 

Coalition forces Sunday blew 
up one of the largest s tode pfl eapf 
anas gathered during various 
weapons sweeps. In three sepa- 
rate blasts they destroyed moire 
than 20,000 mortar shells, said 
U.S. military spokesman Cofood 
..Fred Peck. 


Israel gets new chief rabbis after 
scandalous mudslinging campaign 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israel got 
new chief rabbis Sunday after an 
election campaign dubbed tbe 
dirtiest in Israeli history, with 
.accusations of womanising, brib- 
ery and electronic snooping. 

A 150-member conclave of reli- 
gious and lay leaders met and 
elected Yisrael Lan and Eliabu 
Baksbi Doron as chief rabbis of 
the European-descended Ashke- 
nazi and Middle East-descended 
Sephardi communities of Israel. 

They succeed rabbis Avrabam 
Sbapira and Mordechai Eliabu, 
whose 10-year terms expire next 
month, and they face a huge task 
in rescuing the tarnished stature 
of their office. 

Polish-bom Lan, who spent bis 
boyhood in Bucbenwald concen- 
tration camp, suffered worst dur- 
ing the campaign when Talila 
Sten, a TeL Aviv astrologer, ac- 
cused him of trying to seduce her. 

The alleged misconduct occur- 
red 20 years ago, when Lau was 
chief rabbi of tbe coastal city of 
Netanya. 

Lau sued Sten for libel after 
her story appeared in the daily 
Hadashat newspaper Feb. 12, 
alongside a picture of her taking a 
lie detector test 

A sister paper. Ha’ir, quoted 
other women, unidentified, as 
accusing Lau of making advances 


to them. 

Lao’s 71 votes defeated two 
contenders, including Haifa Chief 
Rabbi Shaar Yasbuv Cohen, 
whom Lao’s s up port er s accused 
of planting listening devices in the 
Tel Aviv rabbinate. 

Bakriu Boron, who defeated 
two contenders with 82 votes, was 
accused by rivals of paying bribes 
to assure his election as chief 
Haifa rabbi in tbe 1980s. 

“Institutional religious life has 
taken a harsh blow. Tbe institu- 
tion of chief rabbinate, whose 
prestige is anyway in prolonged 
decline, needs a boasecleaning ,’ ’ 
editorialised the daily Maariv. . 

“Tbe spectacle we have witnes- 
sed in recent days is shameful.” 

The chief rabbinate was cre- 
ated by Palestine's British rulers 
70 years ago to represent the 
Jewish population in religious 
matters. 

With the creation of tbe Israeli 
state, the rabbinate lost some of 
its powers, but continues to affect 
daily life through its control of 
Jewish marriage and kosher (diet- 
ary) laws. 

The mudslinging stemmed 
partly from the openness of the 
latest election. The National Re- 
ligious Party, which used to con- 
trol the chief rabbinate, is out of 
government, and tbe election 
consequently became a free for 


Lau, 56, is a $ckm of a center- $ 
ies old family of rabbis, and be is 
popular among secular Israelis, 
who often feel that the rabbinate 
imposes its rules on their bfcstyfe. 

His book on modernism and 
Jewish ritual is widely read, and 
as chief rabbi of Tel Aviv, be 
often officiates at celebrity wed-, 
efings. 

Jerusalem-born Bakshi-Bororf, 
52, typifies the power of dm 
ultra-religious Harecfi commun- 
ity, and its growing willingness to 
overcome religions objections to 
Jewish statehood and become 
part of the Israeli es tablishm ent 

Bakshi-Boron's victory repre- 
sents a further victory for his 
backer. Shas. the Haredi party in 
the governing coalition. 

Both rabbis pledged j n their u 
victory speeches to try to bridge * 
gaps between secular and refi- 
gfous Jews. 

“We have to roll up our sleeves 
and make a big effort, ...to open 
our arms and hearts and absorb 
everyone, because there exists no 
jew without a spark of faith in bis 
heart,” said Lau. 

“We know our job today is to 
build brotherly love and bring tbe 
people dose to tbe Torah, to love 
them and be loved, for the sake 
of God," BaksbhBoroa said. - 
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Jabri Amman Maternity — .....642362 

MahasJ. Amman - -636140 

Palestine, Sfamctisrii 664171/4 

Sh mcisia i Ho spital 669131 

Umsnamty Hospital 845845 

Al-Muadicr Hospital 667227/9 

The titanic, AboaS — 666127/37 

AJ-AfaH.Abdafa 664164ft 

Itafian. At-Mobajrecjt - 777101/3 


AI-Baririr.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital - 666100 

Antal Hosp i t al i 674155 

ZARQAj 

ZarqaGoM. Hospital (09W83323 


Dm Sim Hospital (09)986732 

AlHftn Modem Ho*** (WJ9909W 

nuflk 

MacemBaaaHomiM — (0ZH7S555 

Greet thftolic Hospital (02)272275 

Am AJNdccs Hospital (02)247100 

1QMA! 

fames Haja Hospital (03)314111 

FOKTHEnAVEUEH 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

75ts Mmaothu h s u ppOc d by Roys! 
Jordanim (RI) k rib i mg tiOB depin- 
mmt at tbe Qvooa AJSa iMenatioml 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. where it 
. ahowid afwaryx be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Tevminal ij 


. Mam, KaabLnpmfRJ) 

Dfarim (RJ) 

Aqaba (RI) 

Mount, Data (fU) 

Karachi, Data (RJ) 

Do h a. B ah ra in (Rl) 

LoadmflU) 


cm 

•KM 

W-45 

•909 

•MS 

IfcN 

teas 

IMS 

ffcM 

£9:15 


Toronto, Montreal/ 

»« — HtadtaLYmaai 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

MdS Romc(AZ 

1&59 ; — : — Bern# (ME 

2309 ;.. Bucharest (RO‘ 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

tfc« Aqaba (RJ) 

8 Amsterdam, New York(RJ) 

11*9 — Parts, BmsctiiRj) 

11=25 - Vk»»L Frankfort (RJ) 

lid* Gcacva, Madrid iRJ) 

Hd8 ... London (RJ) 

12*5 Cairo (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


“.T-.. Abu DhitbLDu^ (RJ) 
Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


OtlS Adcfl(Rf) 

Other Flights (Terminal & 


ttW Larnaca, Vienna ( 

IMS Dubd( 

ama 


pri ce lc 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 
Cucumbers rim 
OKunbcnfsa 


Cnqietririt .... 

yoa 

Mm»ffawj 

Marrow (nn^ 
Mint 


(green) .. 
Oraqjc 

foppgfliot) — 

issr”*' 

Tbmato 


- 700 / 709 
~ 640/640 
. 1200/980 

- WO/500 
... 181V 120 
8W50 

- 200/138 

- 400/300. 

- 328/200 

- 800/600 
™ 200/150 

- 450/340 

- 300/200 

- 600/580 

- " 120 

- 210/180 
~ 250/MQ 

— 48QriU 

— 660/369 
~ 620 /520 
-.250/178 

— 160/90 
-» WWW 
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Royal ffighnas Prince AixhiUahmid his fiance Miss Rama Faisal Al Yassin 

"MS ' , ■ 

it ; engagement ceremony (Photo by Mektas) 

Royal bride-to-be prepares for a new life 


[AMMAN -P-T.) - Mb® *“ 
fcW : -AF.?riW en ‘ 

l a»gttl;ttf Highness 

-Pnnce AbdnUah Sunday, was 
“flwtedassaying in an interview 
McmdwdJat no date was set for 
-*ew3®ag but that the cere- 
mony twoW T-aot t^e P**» for 
.■several moouts- 


Miss Yassin, a 22-year -old 
business administration graduate 
from the American University in 
Cairo, was also quoted as saying 
by Reuters that she had quit her 
job at a computer firm to prepare 
for her new life. 

The Yassin family, originally 


from Tulkarem in the Israeli 
occupied West Bank, were set- 
tled in Kuwait where Faisal al 
Yassin, the bride-to-be's father 
worked as a doctor. But the 
family were forced to leave and 
come to Jordan in the wake of the 
Iraqi invasion of the emirate in 
August 1990. 


King receives new envoys 


\MMAN (Petra) — Three 
lordanian ambassadors were 
worn in before His Majesty King 
lussem at the Royal Court Mon- 
lay. 

The ambassadors were Jor- 
jan's Ambassador to the Russian 
federation Kbaldoun Al Taher, 
Iordan's Ambassador to Chile 
fVtef Haiasa, and Jordan s 
fonbasadot-fo Brazil Azmi Mir- 


The ceremony was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Khaled Al 
Karaki, Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber and Ctjief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid. 

Also four new ambassador s to 
Jordan Monday presented their 
credentials to King Hussein. 

The ambassadors were Norwe- 
gian Ambassador Per Thelin 
Haudegard. Austrian Ambassa- 


dor Michael Stigelbaurer, Qatari 
Ambassador Nasser Abdul Aziz 
Al Nasser and Russian Ambassa- 
dor Alexander Vladimirovitch 
Saltanov. On the occasion of the 
start of the Holy Month of Rama- 
dan, King Hussein Monday re- 
ceived cables of good wishes from 
Egyptian President Husni Mubar- 
ak and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 


Queen inaugurates new park 


• "AMMAN— (J.T.) In continuous 
. • efforts to achieve a “greener Jor- 
./dan ,” Her Majesty Queen Noor 
T inaugurated foe Wadi Al Seer 
•.'Public Park Monday, planting 
_dlive trees on nine dunums erf the 
.7 park. 

Situated oh 31-dunums owned 
" Tyy the Municipality of Greater 
^Amrnan, the park offers famiiy- 
arienied faoline& such as seating 
teas, paved platforms and out-' 


door games for children. 

The Queen was received by 
Mayor of the municipality of 
greater Amman, Mohammad Al 
Bashir as well as members of the 
municipality's board of trustees 
and other officials. Queen Noor 
was accompanied by Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Aisha Al 
Hussein and Princess Alia Ai 
Faisal. 


ipaNMC receives music 
education materials 
as gift from U.S. 


KLMto 
return to 
Amman 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Royal Dutch 
Airlines (KLM) is making a come 
back to Amman in June, after an 
absence of two and a half years. 

The announcement was made 
by Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Director General Ahmad 
Jweibcr who said that the first 
KLM flight from Amsterdam will 
arrive in Amman on June 7, 1993. 

KLM suspended its direct op- 
erations with Jordan in January 
1991, immediately before the 
Gulf war. 





Arabs should use foresight, realism 
in international arena — Abu Odeh 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “After 41 years as a 
political observer I have come up 
with one main conclusion about 
the Arab World — it continues to 
rationalise and think in terms of 
what is fair or judicially correct, 
instead of what is strategic and 
economically beneficial," Jor- 
dan’s U.N. Ambassador Adrian 
Abu Odeh told a group of jour- 
nalists and political analysts dur- 
ing a briefing on how he viewed 
the role of the U.N. in the post- 
cold war era. 

Mr. Abu Odeh, who was King 
Hussein's political advisor and 
confidant since the early 1970's, • 
urged that Jordanians and other 
Arabs use foresight and realism 
in their political dealings with the 
international community. 

“When we are in the U.N., we 
have to look at global issues and 
remember that we are one of 
many parts in the world." he said 
addressing concern about Jor- 
dan’s role in particular. 

The end of the cold war,<said 
Mr. Abu Odeh, had changed the 
world “check’s and balance sys- 
tem” to some degree. “The Third 
World had some advantages dur- 
ing the cold war; they could 
appeal to both sides for aid and 
help and have the benefit of 
accepting the ‘higher bid.’* 

But with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the number of 
sides to appeal to had somehow 
been reduced to one bloc, “the 
North-Western” bloc, said the 
ambassador to the U.N. 

Mr. Abu Odeh, to some ex- 
tent, cynically remarked that it 
was the United States who now 
decided who was a major player 
in the international political 
scheme and who was not. 

‘Today Russia is a major play- 
er because the U.S. says it is — 
for no other reason,” he told the 
audience which met with him at 
the University of Jordan, at a 
meeting organised by the Centre 
for Strategic Studies. 

It was the G-7, the grouping of 
the world’s seven most industrial- 
ly powerful countries, that was — 
in the final analysis — “the deci- 
sion maker” on world affairs, said 
Mr. Abu Odeh. 

Russia does not belong to the 
G-7. 

Countries belonging to the 
Group of Seven began using ban- 
ners of human rights and demo- 
cracy as qualifying measures of 
acceptance into the international- 
ly “respectable arena” since the 
days of Jimmy Carter’s presiden- 
cy in the U.S- 

But the banners are cynically 
applied, said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

“I would compare the applica- 


tion of the Western concept of 
human rights and 'democracy to 
the spreading of Western Christ- 
ianity to the non-monolithic parts 
of Africa. South America and 
.Asia in past centuries. The civil- 
ised West has come to spread 
goodness among the savages." 
.said Mr. Abu Odeh mockingly. 

Not opposed to the concepts of 
human rights and democracy. 
Mr. Abu Odeh said, “1 am all for 
it — but there is a way to intro- 
duce these concepts and make 
them last instead of doing a su- 
perficial job." 

By not providing the political 
and economic and educational 
basis for democracy and human 
rights to spread, many of those 
countries advocating such 
changes are just “unrealistic” in 
their demands. 

But where democracy has 
worked, major economic and 
political changes have visibly 
altered the influence of some 
countries in the international are- 
na. Germany and Japan, the los- 
ers of the second world war. are 
prime examples. Both are lob- 
bying to become permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council today. 

At present, only the U.S., Rus- 
sia, France, Britain and China 
belong to this exclusive club, 
which basically groups the main 
victors of World War II. The 
permanent members of the 
Security Council are the only 
U.N. members which have the 
right to veto any Security Council 
resolution; resolutions consi- 
dered the most binding of all 
U.N. resolutions. 

“But if Germany and Japan 
become members of the Security 
Council, and on account of their 
industrial and economic strength 
as well as their democratic and 
human rights track records, there 
will be a revolt in the U.N..” said 
Mr. Abu Odeh. 

The southern countries or 
countries in the southern hemis- 
phere, Mr. Abu Odeh pointed 
out, are “not represented at all 
die permanent council.” 

Each major continent would 
thus lobby for getting one seat on 
an expanded 10-seat member 
council. 

In Asia the most likely candi- 
date would be India, due in part 
to it's large population, it’s in- 
dustrial capabilities and it's hu- 
man rights record. 

In Africa it would be a tie 
between Nigeria and Egypt, with 
Nigeria being the more likely 
candidate, because it is a black 
African nation and because of it’s 
relative economic wealth and 
large population. 

In South America, “no-one 
considers anyone but Brazil simp- 
ly because it is by far the largest 


of ail the South American coun- 
tries." said' Mr. Abu Odeh. 

The Arab World in no way 
represents a united lobby or even 
a bloc of votes, said Mr. Abu 
Odeh, adding that only the coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe were 
more factional ised than the Arab 
States in their interests and voting 
patterns. 

“People in the Arab World 
frequently refer to the 'Arab 
vote’ the ‘Arab position' and 
other 'Arab politics’ without fac- 
ing the fact that Arab politics are 
the most factionalised and un- 
unified anywhere.” said Mr. Abu 
Odeh. “Blaming the others, the- 
U.N., the U.S.,thc Europeans or 
Israel is completely ‘off mark’,’* 
he added. 

“The Arabs are the only ones 
to blame for this sad state of 
affairs." 

The Arab states could have a 
strong and influential bloc in the 
U.N. system, said Ambassador 
Abu Odeh, but only if they coor- 
dinated. and individual states 
made a point of having a so-called 
“Arab policy." 

There are five basic ways to 
enter the “international arena” at 
the U.N., Mr. Abu Odeh pointed 
out. Large financial donations to 
the U.N.; a strong military 
machine; being at the head of a 
bloc of states; being a major 
industrial nation; or being in- 
volved in the peacekeeping activi- 
ties. 

“Obviously Jordan has only 
one route to take and that is 
getting involved in the 
peacekeeping missions.” Jordan 
is currently involved in 
peacekeeping missi-ons in 
Croatia. Cambodia, Angola. 
Somalia and Macedonia. 

This allows Jordan to be active- 
ly involved in international poli- 
tics and gives it a small, but 
present voice in some decision 
making matters. 

“At the U.N., Jordan has put 
itself on the map by participating 
in the U.N. peacekeeping 
forces,” Mr. Abu Odeh said. 

The Arab countries as a whole, 
however, must play a more un- 
ited and cohesive role at the 
U.N., said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

“Every group or bloc is carving 
out a role for itself, and that role 
will continue for several decades 
to come; if the Arab World does 
not get into the act, it will be left 
out in the cold in its entirety.” 

■ The weakness of the Arab 
countries was primarily exposed 
during the Iraqi crisis in 1990 and 
1991. 

“The division created in the 
Arab World at that time can still 
be felt to this day.” said Mr. Abu 
Odeh. 

“On the issue of, sanctions 
against Iraq, the inability of Arab 


states to exert any form of press- 
ure is ever present.” he added. 

“There are many in the Arab 
World who don't realise that the 
Western policy towards the Gulf 
is one primarily interested in 
keeping oil cheap and accessi- 
ble,” he told the audience. 

“If one power,, be it Iraq or 
Iran controls a majority of the oil, 
then it will still be accessible, but 
it may no longer be cheap, and 
this is what the Western industrial 
powers W3iir to prevent.” he 
added. 

Any improvement of relations 
between the current Iraqi govern- 
ment and the U.S. government, 
said Mr. Abu Odeh. may not 
come for some time. 

“The trend does not appear 
towards a lifting of the sanctions 
as they stand," said Mr. Abu 
Odeh when asked about the 
probability of economic sanctions 
on Iraq being lifted in the coming 
months. 

The U.S. and the U.N. will try 
to impose U.N. resolutions 706 
and 712. which stipulate that Iraq 
may sell oil in the amount of SI .6 
billion, of which one-third will be 
available to Iraq to buy food and 
medicines. The other two-thirds 
will go towards U.N. expenses 
and reparation costs. 

Mr. Abu Odeh said he believed 
that the U.N. would allow for 
some “ready made” imports of 
clothing, furniture and other 
items. “But the West will not 
allow for the import to Iraq of 
cloth, wood or any other raw 
material,” Mr. Abu Odeh said. 
The logic behind such a move 
would appear to be that there 
shouid’be no increase in employ- 
ment in Iraq as a result of the 
import of raw material. 

“The level of popular discon- 
tent should not be alleviated in 
the opinion of the West.” said 
Jordan’s U.N. ambassador cyni- 
cally. 

The nuclear capabilities that 
Iran has ot could acquire, said the 
Mr. Abu Odeh, would be among 
the primary reasons why the West 
may make some son of diploma- 
tic overture towards Iraq. 

“The Arab World should not 
be too confident that its oil has 
much bargaining power; they 
should not think that the West 
will turn around and make friends 
with Iraq for the oil alone — it 
will do so for other strategic 
interests,” he said. 

The Arab countries have over- 
estimated their bargaining power, 
he said, and had thus made the 
same mistakes over and over 
again. 

“As far as the Arab World and 
Israel are concerned, for exam- 
ple. we have made the same 
mistakes again and again. Our 
every move was predictable from 




Adnan Abu Odeh ■ 


the outset. “ Mr Abu Odeh said 
of the 45-year-old Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

“Not once did we use the 
element of surprise or fore- 
thought in our actions — it maybe 
time to change that." he added. 

“The Lebac- »e made an unex- 
pected move which tool: Israel bv 
surprise, (that of refusing to 
accept the 410 Palestinians expel- 
led by Israel to southern Leba- 
non). Not only was the move 
politically correct in my opinion 
but it was also a move with 
foresight." he said commencing 
the Lebanese leadership. 

He said that if he were to direct 
Palestinian politics, he would 
accept the gradual return of :he 
expellees which is offered b\ the 
government of Yitzhak Rabin. 

“If they accept this solution 
now. all of the expellees will be 
back in the occupied territories 
by the fall — if the Palestinians 
continue to refuse, all of them 
will still be in no-man's land in 
the fall." 

The Arab parties to the peace 
process, said Mr. Abu Odeh. had 
no choice but to paninpate in the 
peace process. 

“There will be peace between 
Israel and some of us. and the 
rest of us will be left out. and we 
are better off within the bound- 
aries of the game than outside 
these boundaries." said Mr. Abu 
Odeh alluding to Syria's willing- 
ness to make peace with the 
Israelis. 

Jordan had not said whether it 
will attend the next round of 
bilateral talks when U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
was here three days ago. 

“We did not say ves and we did 
not say no," said .Mr. Abu Odeh. 
“we left our options open — we 
have learned to do that." 


v AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Roger Harrison 
■ -Monday delivered a package of 
nusic education materials, with 
in estimated value of $30,000 as a 
' to the National Music Con- 
’ iervatoiy (NMC) at the Noor Al 
• Hussein Foundation (NHF), to 
issist in the development of 
- music education and appreciation 
jinong its young Jordanian stu- 
: tents. 

The package, entitled World of 
■ Music Series, and originally pro- 

- faced by the American pub- 
. ishing company, SQver Burden 
...& Ginn, consists of music text 

»nd resource books, teacher 

- nanuals, records and compact 
lisks, video cassettes, charts and 
. Tansparencies and a lot of per- 

. “assion instruments. NMC 
■■■ources said the package would 
-.je adapted to fit the educational 
. • reeds of music students in Jordan 
uid the Arab Wortd. 

The presentation ceremony 
.vas attended by NHF President 


In'am Mufti, NMC and U.S. 
embassy officials, as well as Carol 
Scott Kassner of Seattle Pacific 
University who contributed to the 
music materials. 

The Silver Burdett & Ginn 
World of Music Series, designed 
for basic school students, offers 
both organisation and flexibility 
to meet the diverse needs of 
music educators and students. 
The presentation of this package 
underscores cultural cooperation 
between NMC and the U.S. In- 
formation Service (USIS) in Jor- 
dan. USIS has extended assist- 
ance to NMC in the forms of 
training, consultancies and scho- 
larships. . 

Established in 1986 through the 
efforts of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and funding from the Jor- 
dan Society in Washington, D.C.. 
the NMC offers young Jordanians 
the opportunity to develop their 
musical talents through individual 
and group instruction on a wide 
range of musical instruments. 


In July 1991, KLM concluded 
an agreement with Cyprus Air- 
ways to make two weekly flights 
to Amman from Larnaca to trans- 
port KLM passengers to the Cyp- 
riot city where they can make 
connections aboard KLM flights 
to Amsterdam and other destina- 
tions. 

. According to a KLM source, 
Cyprus Airways will, under an 
agreement! with KLM, increase 
- its flights to three per week as of 
April, and in June a direct KLM 
flight will fly between Amster- 
dam and Amman and later con- 
tinuing to Dubai. 

The KLM source told the Jor- 
dan Times that under the new 
arrangement KLM can carry pas- 
sengers from Amman to Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and to Amsterdam on its 
way back. 

With the return of KLM to 
Amman, the number of Euro- 
pean airlines with direct flights to 
Jordan comes to seven. 


Khleifat announces 
scholarship winners 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Higher "Education A wad Khleifat 
Monday held a press conference 
at his office and announced the 
names of students who won scho- 
larships to Jordanian universities. 

The 1,500 male and female 
students were selected to receive 
scholarships upon the recom- 
mendations of a special commit- 
tee comprising representatives of 
various ministries and depart- 
ments, Dr. Khleifat said. 

He said fairness was observed 
in the selection process, adding 
that social status and academic 
achievement in the Tawjihi ex- 
amination were taken into con- 
sideration. , 

The top-scoring ten males and ten 


females of the Tawjihi examina- 
tion for the scholastic year 1991- 
1992 were among -die scholarship 
awardees in the scientific and 
literary stream, the minister said. 

The ministry also granted scho- 
larships to the top ten students in 
the industrial, coramerdal and 
nursing streams, the top ten stu- 
dents in the industrial, commer- 
cial and nursing streams and top 
five in the agricultural stream, 
and five students of hotel man- 
agement. 

Dr. Khleifat said that Jorda- 
nian universities together 
assigned 225 seats for students 
from other Arab and Islamic 
countries as scholarships from the 
ministry on reciprocal basis with 
the recipient’s country. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

t 

& Exhibition gf palntingsby 
four Arab artists from the 
United Stales — Ghada 
Jamal, Bdea Kind, Suha 
A Nora-si and A&T Zurayk — 
~ at the Abdul Hameed Sho- 

rn® Foundation Gallery in 
Jatad Amman, between the 
first and Second Circles 
(IQ a. in.- 6 p.m.) 
i Exhibition of o3 paintings 
by Iraqi artist Mohammad 
Fakher at Batodna Art Gal- 
. fey. 

• Exhibition of paintings by 
Iraqi artists Moham m a d 
Fradf and Jaber Mejbd at 
’ Alia Art Gallery. 

LECTURE 

Lecture on intermarriages 
- by Dr. Josi Safem-Pfekarfz 
al the Ghoethe Institute — 
18 a.m. 


Victim of First Circle attack 
describes two assailants; says 
one surveyed shop earlier 


Bulgaria to encourage more 
trade with Jordan 


By Ahmad Krefehan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police forces carried 
out their biggest ever manhunt 
operation Sunday evening and 

Monday morning, in the Fust 
Circle area of Amman looking for 
two suspects who attacked a sbo- 
powner m Jabal Amman, lightly 
wounding him. 

police sources said the assault 
on the shopowner, identified by 
his initials as in the 

First Circle area, was earned out 
by two persons. One was de- 
scribed as old and tall, and the 
other was said to be short. 

The injured shopowner told 
police investigators that a man 
came into the shop and asked for 
canned meat; the shopowner 
gave the can to him without 
turning his back. 

Next, the man asked the sho- 
powner for tissues, which were 


seemingly in a faraway place from 
where they were standing. 

As the shopowner went to get 
die tissues, the suspect pushed 
him into an inside room in the 
supermarket. 

The shopowner said he resisted 
the assailant and managed to 
throw him to the ground, when 
an accomplice, who was obvious- 
ly watching the area, rnshed into 
the store, and stabbed the sho- 
powner in the neck with a knife. 

The two-men then fled the | 
scene. 

An eyewitness to the assault 
called the police who began the 
search operation; but no suspects 
were captured. 

The shopowner told police in- 
vestigators after being discharged 
from hospital Sunday that one of 
the assailants called at the shop 
the previous day asking about the 
prices of several commodities. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Trade Minister Valentine 
Karbachev Monday said his gov- 
ernment will create the proper 
mechanisms to ensure further 
trade between Bulgaria and Jor- 
dan. 

Bulgaria will encourage trade 
investments, provide the Jorda- 
nian private sector with Bulgar- 
ia’s trade regulations and make 
special arrangements regarding 
labour, Mr. Karbachev said at a 
meeting with Amman Chamber 
of Industry President Khatdoun 
Abu Hassan. 

Jordan will participate in an 
industrial fair in Sofia in May 
providing Jordanian and Bulga- 
rian Finns the chance to conclude 
more business together and offer- 
ing Bulgaria an opportunity to 
further examine Jordanian in- 
dustrial products, the Bulgarian 
official said. 

He added that through these 
arrangements it is hoped the cur- 
rent trade balance between the 
two countries will be adjusted. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said Bulgaria 


purchased JD 24,000 worth of 
Jordanian products in 1991 and 
JD1.7 million in 1992, but Bul- 
garia’s exports to Jordan rose 
from JD113 million in 1989 to 
JD16.5 million in 1992. 

He said when the two countries 
signed an economic and technolo- 
gical agreement in 1977, they , 
stressed the promoting of trade 
exchange; but trading in subse- 1 
quent years failed to live up to 
expectations. Bulgaria and Jor- 
dan have the potential to increase 
their trade exchanges as Jordan is 
now producing high quality pro-, 
ducts that are competitive with 
similar items in the world market, 
Mr. Abu Hassan maintained. 

He proposed that the two 
countries provide their respective 
private sectors with the opportun- 
ity to work out a formula for 
increasing trade. 

Mr. Karabachev and an accom- 
panying delegation also visited the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
where they were received by 
Chamber President Haidar Issa 
Murad and several members of 
the board of directors. 



One of Jordan’s solar power experimental stations (file photo) 

JEA pursues various methods to 
generate more electric power 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) plans 
to rely more heavily on the use of 
natural gas from the Al Risheh 
district near the Iraqi border to 
generate electric power, accord- 
ing to JEA Director General 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeh. 

Mr. Arafeh said that after Au- 
gust a third gas-driven turbine, 
capable of producing 30 mega- 
watts. will become operational. 
Before the end of the year, he 
added, gas turbines will generate 
nearly 16 per cent of the country's 
total power needs at a savings of 
up to JD 11.5 million that would 
otherwise have been spent on oil 
to generate electricity. 

When gas was first discovered 
at AI Risheh in 1987. two tur- 
bines were installed at the site to 
generate power that now reaches 
many areas, Mr. Arafeh said. 

At present, gas turbines pro- 
duce up to 11.3 per cent of the 
country’s power needs, but JEA 
plans to gradually increase this 
production according to set plans, 
the director said. 

In 1994. JEA expects to install 
a 30 megawatt gas turbine in frbid 
to boost power production from 
the vast gas reserves in Jordan. 
Mr. Arafeh said. 

He added that by the end of 
1994, electric power will have 
reached all the rural and badia 
regions. 


Mr. Arafeh said that in 1993. 
200 villages will be supplied with 
power at a cost of JD 11.5 mil- 
lion; in 1994, 206 villages will be 
electrified at a cost of JD 8 mil- 
lion. 

Total power generation last 
year stood at 4,422,000 megawatt 
hours, Mr. Arafeh said, adding 
that this production is on the 
increase as the population and 
people’s needs continue to grow. 

He said that in 1992, electric 
power was supplied to 567,000 
subscribers, registering an in- 
crease of 4.6 per cent over 1991. 

Director Arafeh explained that 
one of the major projects under- 
way is the thermal power gener- 
ator in Aqaba, which is being 
implemented in two stages. Mr. 
Arafeh said the plant is expected 
to become operational by 1996 at 
a cost of $270 million. 

Implying that the JEA may 
raise charges on power consump- 
tion, Mr. Arafeh said recent 
years witnessed continual in- 
creases in the cost of materials, 
spare parts and cables, as well as 
operational costs. 

JEA sustained huge losses over 
the years, and by the end of 1992 
they amounted to JD 49 million 
because of rising prices. Director 
Arafeh explained. 

The government currently sub- 
sidises electric power generation 
in Jordan by to five fils per 


kilowatt hour; a formula should 
be found to reduce JEA losses. 
Mr. Arafeh added. 

Referring to non-traditional 
methods of producing electricity, 
Mr. Arafeh said JEA was plan- 
ning on utilising sun and wind 
power. 

He said that in 1990. a consor- 
tium of firms from Germany. 
Switzerland Spain and the U.S. 
conducted studies and submitted 
proposals for solar-produced 
power at the rate of 30 mega- 
watts. Several such experimental 
stations have been set up. noted 
Mr. Arafeh. 

By the end of 1993. a compre- 
hensive study of the results of 
these experiments will be con- 
ducted to determine whether 
solar-generated power is feasible, 
he said. 

Mr. Arafeh said parallel ex- 
periments are underway to pro- 
duce electricity from wind power. 
The JEA installed an ex- 
perimental wind power station to 
produce 320 megawatts in A I 
Ibrahimieh district of Irbid; the 
station has been operational for 
the past four years, he added 

JEA and the Royal Scientnc 
Society (RSIS) will install another 
wind power experimental station 
that will be financed by the Ger- 
man government. Director 
Arafeh said. 
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Charity begins at home 

THE HOLY month of Ramadan offers yet 
another annual opportunity to observe the spir- 
itual demands of the occasion. There is obviously 

mnrptft Kamfldan thaw ty fraining from Mting q pd 

drinking from sunrise to sunset. The deep reli- 
gions values that are so dearly associated with this 
abstinence require each and every truly devout 
individual to reach out and reflect on the most 
effective and efficient way to help the poor and 
needy amongst us. 

It so happens that due to economic problems 
that have faired the Kingdom, there are so many 
people who are poverty stricken. The deepening 
economic woes of many Jordanians have naturally 
driven some into despair and even crime. What is 
worse is the end result of this economic depression 
which culminated in dividing citizens into pri- 
vileged and underprivileged classes. Hie political 
and social ramifications of the widening gap 
between the haves and the have-nots in oor society 
are abundant and dear to whoever seeks to be 
aware. 

There is a body of jurisprudence in Islam that 
calls for real social security according to which the 
bask needs of the society wiD have to be met. That 
could mean heavier taxation on the rich in order 
to guarantee minimum income to the majority of 
the people. It also means generating more employ- 
ment opportunities by initiating industries that 
are employment intensive even if that entails 
higher production costs. The International 
Labour Office (HA)) had counselled developing 
countries as for back as the mid-seventies to think 
more in terms of creating business opportunities 
geared to satisfy the basic needs of their own 
respective societies than to enhance their export 
markets. The price of neglecting such an early 
message may have saved production costs for 
states which did not heed it, but. their course 
caused them tremendous social and political 
upheavals that in the end outweighed the econo- 
mic costs. 

Theologians remind us that among the inner 
meanings of fasriwg in Ramadan is to remind 
observing Muslims about the hunger and depriva- 
tion of the less fortunate. If Jordanians ran just 
look around for the widening pockets of depriva- 
tion in their own backyards, they would have 
fulfilled one of the basic religious values of 
Ramadan. Instead of turning daytime into night- 
time and vice versa by reversing the order and 
ti ming of eating and sleeping, it would be infinite- 
ly better to try and be more faithful to the real 
religious and spiritual values of the holy occasion. 


WASHINGTON’S COMMITMENT to be a full partner in the 
Middle East peace process, as conveyed to the Arab leaders by 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher, is a very important 
development, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. But, said the 
paper, the Arabs still want to find out whether the U.S. 
administration intends to tamper with resolutions 242 and 338, on 
which the current peace process hinges, like it did with Resolution 
799. It is reasonable to ask the U.S. secretary to give Washing- 
ton's explicit stand vis-a-vis the two resolutions in the light of 
Washington’s recent attitude towards Resolution 799 which has 
not been implemented, said the paper. The Arabs want Mr. 
Christopher to give them assurances that resolutions 242 and 338 
will be implemented in full on the basis of exchanging land for 
peace, now that he has heard the Arab leaders' views and learnt 
that the Arab Nation is oriented towards a genuine and lasting 
peace, the paper demanded. It said that to play the role of full 
partner, the U.S. should declare openly its total commitment to 
dealing with the Middle East issue fairly and justly and to avoid 
any attempt to reach a compromise solution at the expense of the 
Arab rights and intersts. The paper said the Arabs are totally 
committed to reach peace and Mr. Christopher has learnt this 
view in his talks in Cairo, Amman and Damascus; the Arabs, said 
Pie paper, are now expecting a commitment from Washington to 
adopt a single criteria on and not a double standard policy in 
tackling the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

In the view of Sawt Al Sbasb daily, Mr. Christopher has already 
succeeded in fragmenting and diluting U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 799 which calls for the repatriation of Palestinians 
expelled to southern Lebanon. The paper said now that the Arab 
countries involved in the peace negotiations have accepted the 
idea of resuming the talks with Israel before any settlement to the 
expellees* problem has been reached, the Arab countries’ stand 
has weakened. His Royal Highness Gorwn Prince Hassan has 
warned more than once against any separate deals which Israel 
could reach any Arab country under pressure from the United 
States but, regrettably, one can say only that Mr. Christopher has 
now succeeded in fragmenting and dividing the Arab stand to 
reach that point. Jordan has repeatedly stressed that the 
expellees’ issue was standing in the way of peace and the 
resumption of the peace process, and everyone was in agreement 
that the U.S.-Israeli compromise solution offered to the Arabs 
over 799 constituted a circumvention of that resolution, the paper 
noted. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


From distortion to dignity — the quest for Arab identity 


I would like to respond to the thoughtful letter to the editor of 
Mr. Ayman Yasin two weeks ago, asking for clarification about 
my use of the phrase "the natural Arab/Islamic identity” in a 
previous column. I believe the quest for our natural national 
identity is today the most important and most widespread 
challenge being faced by the Arab people. More than any other 
single factor — more than oil, foreign armies or our own fears — 
the affirmation of our national identity will determine the 
long-term future of tins region. 

Our Arab/IsJamic identity is not a unique or fixed concept that 
we can study and retrieve; it is, like all identities, a dynamic and 
fluid concept, changing with the times and adapting to the 
particularities of each generation. In our case, however, we can 
draw on an extraordinary long history of human civilisation from 
which we should be able to identify certain principles and 
concepts that pertained during our many moments of historical 
viability and rational nationhood, and our several moments of 
world-renowned productivity, ingenuity, and even some glory. 

The reason I say we are searching for our authentic, natural 
identity is that we are in the midst of a period of intense national 
confusion and distortion. The political and national configuration 
that we have experienced since the post-1920, post-colonial era is 
both unnatural and unstable, if measured against the dominant 
principles that have defined our region and our culture for the last 
seveim thousand years. 

The modern Arab states of our era are some of the most 
artificial, militaristic, turbulent, violent, dependent, indebted and 
demographkally and economically distorted entities to see the 
tight of day in this ancient land since the days of the crusadeT 
kingdoms, and of the Roman federated nrrini-kingdoms before 
them. Most of them have been and continue to be characterised 
by a deadly concentration of financial and military power in the 
bands of small numbers of people who comprise ruling elites — 
almost always self-imposed elites wbo were neither chosen by 
their people nor are accountable to them. 

This century's Arab order of over 20 independent Arab states 
was not chosen by the Arab people themselves, and for the most 
part it has not satisfied their political rights, human needs or 
national aspirations. Our modern development reflects political 
configurations and socio-economic trends that are grossly in 
contradiction until the prevalent patterns of oar vast and rich 
history — patterns that naturally defined our political structures 
and sodalmalicmal identity. 

Specifically, the dominant trends in the past, especially in our 
glory days, have almost always included the following: a loose and 


distant role for the centra! government of the highest political 
antbority, with little or no interference in people’s daily lives; 
fiscal responsibility which, with few exceptions, saw the people of 
the region consume only what they produced, without falling into 
severe debt; local responsibility for routine daily matters such as 
education, health, employment, and security; religious and 
cultural pluralism, largely free of fanaticism and extremism; 
justice, tolerance, and equity based, on comm unity-level inter- 
pretation of Islamic doctrine; free movement of people, re- 
sources, ideas, and cultural impulses across the entire Middle 
East, unhindered by artificial political barriers and bureaucratic * 
obstacles; political identity defined broadly (Arabs, Muslims, 
subjects of the Umayyad, Fatinfid, or Ottoman empires), rather 
than narrowly (Lebanese. Tunisians. Jordanians, or Palestinians); 
a largely rural population that provided the life^nstatnmg 
agricultural base for tire few city dwellers; and general self- 
sufficiency in food and other basic needs, combined with an active 
regional trading system. 

Most OF these concepts char ac terised our societies during the 
last several millennia, especially since the start of the Islamic era. 
But most of them no longer pertain in most communities in the 
Middle East today and, therefore, most people are actively 
engaged in one of several activities: Islamic politics that challenge 
the ruling orders of our many Arab states, an enthusiastic desire 
to emigrate at any cost, a frantic scramble to secure a sufficient 
income at any political or moral cost, or, for those who have 
enjoyed wielding power in recent decades, a brisk dash to 
accumulate large amounts of money and to hold on to that power 
under the guise of new orders and new political structures. 

We endure a very difficult situation in the Arab World today, 
with mass discomfort at die individual, family and community 
level. The natural or traditional Arab/Islamic identity of our 
region has been shattered, or badly disfigured, by our modern 
legacy of materialism, consumerism, urbanism, debt, depend- 
ence, centralised autocracy, exaggerated militarism, and other 
factors. Some of these problems are due to foreign colonial 
domination and Zionist penetration, while others are purely our 
own responsibility, reflecting our own lassitude, incompetence, 
greed, fear, patriarchy and violence. 

In response to this grim reality, the people of the Arab World 
are looking for something better, for something that provides 
them with dignity instead of distortion and distress. They seek a 
more authentic and comfortable national configuration that 
makes greater sense to their social instincts and predominantly 
Islamic religious sentiments, and that provides some chance of 


viability and sotviva! on the bash, of t he aga ms 
base. Ufa search for. a new 


life and rule were brought to an end by worm war i. . 

Islam and Arabian have been Ae two 
expressions of tte <?»« for Mentity doimg d* 
decade; colonialism, Ziomsm. fragmentation. 
home-grown Arab autocracy Have been 
constraints. Now, as some Arab people son “ 
pluralistic and democratic Systems, and some Arab pe^pfe ^nt to 
enjoy the opportunity to express their pobtwal 
sentiments in freedom for the fust tune in many, nwny 
the natural political identity of this region will 

We cannot predict what it will be, but we can be 
reflect social attributes and cultural patterns that utogen^ 

to our societies. For example, our identity wiH ^ *^"*”*,2 
collective (tribal) principles of security than on latovtduahsm. we 
will have more intra-regicmal contacts and sentiments Own we 
have had in recent decades, and these will be based on th e vital ity 
of indigenous factors such as Arabism, Islam, and the pressing 
need for resource integration. 

Our notitical structures wfll also be based on a new synthesis 
that brings together the most fundamental indigenous Any 
Islamic social concepts (justice and equity, collective security, 
tribalism, patriarchy, ethnic and religious pluralism, and snnra, or 
con su lt a t i on) with some relevant western and international 
political concepts (human rights legislation, due process of law .an 
independent judiciary, direct elections for popular representation 
through parliament, formal separation of power among govern- 
ment branches, and accountability of public officials through a 
formal parliamentary process). 

In general, we will have to reduce or reverse so me of me 
devastating trends that have ravaged our region, our ec^omics. 
our social structures and our collective identity since the 1920 5; we 
mil have to reach deep into our heritage for a new political and 
ro»»inw»i identity that corresponds more closely to our authentic 
needs, wishes, and attributes. In the modem era, th e average 
Arab person has not had the opportunity to express his or her 
wishes, needs or identity. Now, a new o pp ortu nity to do so may 
be emerging, and in time it will lead to the affirmation of our ; 
natural Arab/Islamic identity. 

<j& RAMI G. KHOURI/1993 


talks 


The following article is reprinted 
from the Feb. 20. 1993 issue of 
the Economist. 

In the week’s sweep through the 
Mkkfle East, which started in Cairo on 
Feb. 18. and ends m Israel. War- 
ren Christopher is to see whether 
the Arab-Israeli peace talks can 
be restarted. America’s secretary 
of state will find Arab govern- 
ment falling over themselves to 
oblige. They may suspect the 
pro-Israeli sympathies of the new 
Clinton administration, dislike 
the American-Israeli horse- 
trading over the Palestinians de- 
ported from Israel, and bemoan the 
United Nations' response. But all 
want to start on the right foot 
with Bill Clinton. 

For the- Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), and for the 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories, things are not so sim- 
ple. This week the PLO reiter- 
ated that, regardless of what the 
Arab governments do. the 
Palestinian delegation will stay 
away from the negotiating table 
until Israel complies with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799, 
which demands the immediate 
return of all the recent deportees, 
Yitzhak Rabin. Israel’s prime 
minister, is standing firm on the 
deal made with the Americans: 


100 deportees to return at once, 
and the other 300 before the end 
of the year. He is. dismissive of 
the fact that the Palestinians have 
turned this down; his attention is 
now fixed on the possibility of a 
deal with Syria. 

When he deported the Islamist 
Palestinians in December, all of 
them political rather than military 
figures and including 30 top- 
ranking leaders of Hamas and ten 
from foe smaller Islamic Jihad. 
Mr. Rabin claimed that this might 
help the PLO in the peace pro- 
cess. On the contrary: the expul- 
sions not only checked the peace 
talks but also the feuding be- 
tween Hamas and Fateh (the 
driving force of the PLO). as 
Fateh was forced to the defence 
of its Islamic brethren. Yet. only 
a month before the deportations, 
Yasser Arafat was publicly liken- 
ing Hamas to the Inkatha move- 
ment in South- Africa. 

Ever since the launch of the 
peace process in Madrid in Octo- 
ber 1991. Hamas has led a coali- 
tion of ten groups (most of them 
nationalist rather than Islamic) in 
outright opposition to the nego- 
tiations. That Hamas has soared 
in popularity to become toe 
second force, after Fateh, in the 
occupied territories derives from 
many Palestinians’ belief that the 


peace talks are going nowhere. 
The PLO-led delegation, they 
feel, has been engaged in negotia- 
tions for an autonomy that would 
offer the Palestinians little more 
than the right to collect their own 
rubbish. 

The enthusiasm at the time of 
Madrid was real. Palestinians 
deeply want peace and a sembl- 
ance of n or mal ity . But there is a 
line beneath which they feel a 
settlement is not worth having. 
Had Mr. Rabin translated into 
deeds the encouraging words he 
uttered when he first took office, 
support for Hamas on toe Palesti- 
nian street would have declined, 
at least to its pre-Madrid level 
(when Hamas was estimated to 
have a following of around 30-40 
per cent in the Gaza Strip and 
20-25 per cent in the West Bank. 

Gaza, poor, devout and with a 
largely refugee population, has 
proved an ideal breeding-ground 
for religious fervour. Hamas 
evolved from the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which flourished in 
parts of the occupied territory in 
the 1970s, creating a wide welfare 
network. It was encouraged by 
Israel as an unrebellious counter 
to the PLO. Its stated aim was to 
return society to the true path of 
Islam, from which it had been 
deflected by toe secularism of the 


nationalist movement; only when 
this goal had been achieved 
would conditions be ripe for a 
jihad to restore Palestine to a 
wider Islamic state. 

The Islamic Jihad, which broke 
away m the early 1980s. reversed 
these priorities. But it was only 
with the onset of the intifada in 
December 1987 that the Brother- 
hood created Hamas, which 
means “zeal” and is also an 
acronym for toe Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, to take part in 
the straggle. No love is lost be- 
tween Islamic Jihad, referred to 
as “the Shiite faction'* because of 
its Iranian connection, and 
Hamas, scorned for its “pragmat- 
ism. -ii,. -i . 

Hamas has formulated its own 
political agenda, albeit of an ex- 
ceedingly ambiguous nature. On 
the one hand, it has declared its 
opposition to a two-state solu- 
tion, the recognition of Israel and 
the peace process. On the other, 
it wants to be an active player in 
the political game challenging toe 
PLO’s exclusive representation of 
the Palestinian people by seeking 
to enter the PLO’s over-arching 
body, the Palestine National 
Council, with a demand for 40 
per cent of the seats. Although 
Hamas would not negotiate with 
Israel, its leaders have hinted that 


it would tacitly accept an imposed 
settlement as a short-term mea- 
sure. Presumably Hamas is 
attempting to square its principles 
with its wish not to be left out In 
the cold — if peace were unex- 
pectedly to break out. 

Hamas gets a lot of money 
from Islamic donors around the 
world, some of it circulated 
through America and Britain, 
and much of it originating in the 
Guff. Hamas’s caution during toe 
Gulf war ensured that, unlike the 
PLO’s money, its cash kept com- 
ing. But now that -Hamas has 
moved into a more militant 
period. Iran has been added to 
the list of donor countries -and 
there are reports of Iranian-run 
military training camps. The 
Israeli government also claims 
tha the military attacks carried 
out by Hamas squads are orga- 
nised by a command structure 
operating from America, with 
connections to Britain. In late 
January the Israelis arrested two 
American Palestinians charged 
with distributing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to finance 
military operations. 

The supposed involvement of 
people in America and Bri- 
tain is pretty hazy. A senior 
Hamas man, Musa Abu Marzuq, 


is known to divide his time be- 
tween Damascus and Arlington. 
Virginia. Israel has a dear in- 
terest in playing up the imtitazy 
-threat from Hamas to. justify gs 
action against the Islamists. In 
fact. Hamas is still a relative 
beginner In the military arena. 
Organised attacks are a new de- 
velopment. The greater threat is 
in acts of random violence again# 
Israeli civilians carried out by 
individuals emboldened by no- 
tions of jihad. In addition, there 
is Hamas’s self-appointed role 8S 
the guardian of private morafity 
and the scourge of collaborator*. 
In, this capacity the move ment 
tfSa is a major - responsib ly , for 
*tHe inter-Palestinian killings over 
the five years of the intifada, 
estimated at over 500. ’ 

After the expulsions, the PLO 
opened talks with Hamas in Tunis 
and Khartoum. It may hope to 
tempt a temporarily weakened 
Hamas into toe Palestine Nation- 
al Council with a smaller repre- 
sentation than it currently de- 
mands. The would be a consider- 
able relief for the PLO. which is 
squeezed between the determina- 
tion of the Arab states to carry on 
unto the peace process and toe 
reluctance of many Palestinians 
in the territories to see it resume 
a seat at the conference table: 


Clinton lives up to expectations: Little action on foreign policy 


By Nick Lndingtoa 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton is living up to predic- 
tions he would tend to the ailing 
American economy and flawed 
social programmes ahead of fore- 
ign affairs. 

In his inauguration sperh he 
said: “While America rebuilds at 
home, we will not shrink from the 
challenges, nor fail to seize the 
opportunities, of this new 
world.” 

But he has certainly sidestep- 
ped challenges, following an at- 
best cautious policy which 
Washington Post columnist 
Stephen Rosenfeld called “selec- 
tive engagement.” 

When toe top foreign policy 


advisers met in early February at 
the White House to determine 
U.S. policy on former Yugosla- 
via, Mr. Clinton did not attend. 

He has delegated responsibility 
to Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake and De- 
fence Secretary Les Aspin. He is 
reportedly kept informed dally 
and has the final say but does not 
take part in the policy formula- 
tion. Mr. Clinton has yet to chair 
a National Security Council meet- 
ing. 

fn the first month of his pres- 
idency, Mr. Clinton had few fore- 
ign visitors. 

Israeli foreign ministers almost 
always see toe president, but Mr. 
Clinton was too busy with prepa- 
rations for unveiling his economic 


plan to see Shimon Peres last 
week. 

He has met only with Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney of 
Canada, America's closest friend 
and neighbour, and President 
Turgut Ozal of Turkey, another 
dose ally, who stretched out a 
private trip until Mr. Clinton 
could see him. Mr. Clinton also 
had an informal meeting with 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink el of 
a key European ally, Germany. 

The president has rolled back 
on activist campaign promises, 
saving his political ammunition 
for the domestic economy plan. 

He promised to ease entry pro- 
cedures for Haitian refugees. In- 
stead. he threw a ring of U.S. 
ships around Haiti to keep re- 
fugees from coming to the United 


States. 

In the campaign, Mr. Clinton 
called for tougher action on Bos- - 
nia. But his plan when announced 
by Mr. Christopher was tame, 
specifically ruling out air strikes 
or lifting of the arms embargo on 
Bosnian Muslims and promising 
no settlement would be imposed 
by force. 

Essentially, Mr. Clinton played 
for time, naming veteran diplo- 
mat Reginald Bartholomew as a 
special envoy to “build on" a 
stalled plan to partition Bosnia 
proposed by U.N. and European 
negotiators. 

Mr. Clinton sidestepped the 
dilemma he framed himself: on 
moral grounds, toe Bosnian Mus- 
lims should be helped to get back 


lands seized by tire Serbs in their 
ethnic deaasing campaign. But 
realistically, without large-scale 
military action meaning U.S. ac- 
tion — the tough, well-armed 
Serbs are unlikely to give up their 


The Middle Hast peace talks 
are stalled. Mr. Clinton sent Mr. 
Christopher to make a round of 
visits in tire region. 

But Mr. Clinton is not putting 
Us prestige on the line to force 
skirmishing Arab and Israeli foes 
back to the table. 

On the plane on his way to tire 
region. Mr. Christopher said if 
the two rides show no willingness 
to make concessions and revive 
the talks, the United States could 


walk away. “It’s a big world with 
lots of toms to do.” he said.- 
On the U.S. intervention in 
Somalia, Mr. Clinton tokf U.S. 
governors on Feb. I: 
“We're... debating how we nm 
keep peace in Somalia when the 
mortality rate is greater in some 
neighbourhoods in the United 
States of America.” 

He is expected to bring back as 
many troops as possible as soon 
as possible. Another 1,000 are 
coming home tins week. 

Iraq has remained largely out 
of the foreground as Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, apparently 
sensing the change from a. frus- 
trated, belligerent Bush, is lying 
low. 
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liabSwwd aB ooo- Lebanese 

C Wpc-" • -* ” 

X- . l -nfewM** presumably radudethe 
:O*SAJ)00 'Syrian troops, phis 1.000 
~ - J '\3 sonets in the Jewish state's 
• *Sytt Itfr* “security zone" hi the 

’*■ ^/°^v «Bd red dust shrouded the 
."'x*re?US; Biw* Hawk choppers as 


■- ■». coerpo^d at 5dB 


down at the sprawling 
~ m. (1505 GMT) 


over the East 




" : ->o5er ** Assfctani Secretary of 

- vjffibt M*to EastemAfeirs Ed- 

'ward Pja^*° ■“ **“ ’“T** 
^ ?r .fa, me . conference halt. 

' "** >. Mr Booez greeted Mr. Qu «u- 
^hnteratlhedoor and escorted him to 
Hrawi and Prime 

i c Lfiwfer Hariri. 

called the visit "testi- 

- -inonv ttot Lebanon’s stability and Its 

'!»>» —entity la the region. 

leaders had 
raced ia uaum* heavily guarded 
‘ motMcatownd wailing sirens to 
■- ,..5aSlS«» before Mr. Chrfet- 

.■ said all cars parked 

" " m-iirli: nr* vUni a five-kilometre 
a;y uoind the walled hilltop 

■ '^■ nwMMchert arrival. They sad the 
howWi a precaution against a 


.. Aney harifigence officers and 
V y^ nniMttoaHtesarroqnded the hen- 
mwt. Ehodnds of other sokfiere were 
confined to offices or barracks within 
the mm poe o d . 

■ The Ldiaae* refased to meet with 
-‘Mr. ebritfopber except on their own 
sod. crates*® his presence would 
amount a> U.S. recognition of Leba- 
non's recovery bore the anarchy of 
hflSfa iy -tiMng.' aircraft hijacking and 
wMfo faffll&g ** Kg&figfaed the 
’ ; ' civfl war fast 1975 to 1990. 

*'». ; They toped to persuade Mr. 
:•• ■ Christopher to Sft a travel ban in 
.^Lebanon the United States imposed 

- - after Ito 1985 hijacking of a TWA 
... ..jetliner to Bent. The hijackers shot 

' " atad killed « U.& ssvy tfiver and held 
the passenoen hostage 17 days. 

• ' Mr. Chratopter deefioed to prom- 
- he the bu nonU be lifted, saying, 
?JT ^thafS a cpesti<Si we* be studying.'* 

- ■- in Niooda^Mr. Christopher told 
---'Greek-Cypriot leaders he hoped for 

early to end the 18 

. “ yesr-dfanos of their aland. 

*“ ■ He held tatairttb outgoing Preri- 
' 'dent George VwriBoa and his succes- 
" -sor Gtafcos £Eerides at Lamaca air- 
~port during the brief stopover on his 
vyyay » Israel Jroni Lebanon. 

; .xv^ Aikto.vhrsher tto jCBnton admi- 
uisuxaoa wqph) stand by its election 


PMge to push for the withdrawal of 
Ttofosh hoops occupying the north- 
ern third of Cyprus. Mr. Christopher 
said: 

“We certainly hope for an early 
sett lement of dot long-standing con- 
troversy ... I hope it is now time lor a 
foil settlement ... with the leadership 
we have in this room." - 

Mr. derides wiH be sworn in ou 
Sunday as the fourth elected presi- 
dent of Cypres. 

In Saadi Arabia. Mr. Ch ri stopher 
sought the kingdom's support to get 
the peace talks resumed and assured 
King Fabd of continued American 
backing, reports said. 

"We want the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia to help us ensure an early 
resumption of the negotiations, and 
take further steps for a long peace," 
Mr. Christopher told reporters on 
arrival in Riyadh. 

Mr. Christopher added that die 
United Stales appreciated the part 
already ptayed by Saudi Arabia in the 
peace process. 

He also said President Clinton was 
committed to the security of the Gtdf 
and that the United States shared 
Saudi Arabia's detenmnatioa to en- 
sure that Iraq contptied with aS Un- 
ited Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Christopher said the United 
States had "nothing against the Iraqi 
people" who were suffering as a 
result of the U.N. resolutions. 

"But we cannot but see all the 
Security Council resolutions im- 
plemented.” be said. 

Mr. Christopher held talks with 
King Fahd Sunday evening. 

He said his visit to Saudi Arabia 
was a confirmation of the dose ties 
between Saudi Arabia and the United 
States and looked forward to (he 
opportunity to strengthen them furth- 
er. 

In Kuwait, Mr. Christopher reiter- 
ated the tough fine against Iraq . 

Mr. Christophert two-hour visit to 
Kuwait intended to assure nervous 
U.S. allies in the Gulf of Mr. Qm- 
ton’s commitment to their security. 

In return, he was interested in 
obtaining their support to renew the 
Arab-hradbi peace talks as soon as 
possible, U.S. officials said. 

"Our friends can rest assured that 
the United States wffl be with them in 
the future as in the past," Mr. Christ- 
opher said on arrival in Kuwait. 

He was met by Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad AJ Jaber A) 
Sabah. Later he held a meeting with 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Al 
Sabah. 

“As long as the people of this 
region are subject to aggression, our 
friends can rely on the steadfast vigi- 
lance of the United States," Mr. 
Christopher said. 


In bis arrival statement, Mr. Christ- 
opher noted that almost exactly two 
yearc ago to the day, U.S. troops 
stormed into Kuwait City at the di- 
max of the Gulf war. ending a six- 
month Iraqi occupation of the emi- 
rate. 


; Christopher to seek Golan timetable 

7'; (Continued Brora page 1) 


- Mr. Rabat’s spokesman Gad 
: .iBen Aridecfined to comment on 
r. the report: 

• r Syrian President Hafez Al 
. . : . Asad has demanded that Israel 
_ .cede all of the Golan Heights, 
.-- which it took from Syria in the 
1967 Middle East war and later 
: declared "annexed.” 

• But Mr. Peres said Israel still 
•was only talking about a partial 

- ..-pullback from the Golan Heights. 

- “The Syrians want a full with- 

it drawal, and Israel Ins made no 
.tjfsuch decision on fan withdraw- 
I ill at," be said. -We have decided 

on a withdrawal in the Golan 
Heights, not from the Golan 
Heights. 

. Mr. Peres added that “the ex- 
tent of foe withdrawal win be 
influenced by foe character of 
peace and security arrange- 
. meats.” 

- Mr. Peres also said Monday 
Mr. Christopher could clinch 


agreement to renew the peace 
talks while in Krael this week. 

Mr. Peres did not specify a date 
for resuming the negotiations. 

Mr. Christopher said in Syria 
Sunday he was optimistic about 
resuming the talks in Washing- 
ton. U.S. officials have targeted 
Man* or April. 

Yet it was undear how Mr. 
Christopher would bridge the gap 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
during a series of meetings in 
occupied Jerusalem on Tuesday 
and Wednesday before leaving 
the region on Thursday. 

“I think there will be an under- 
standing on when the talks will 
resume, and I hope this has a 
chance,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
Radio hours before Mr. Christ- 
opher's scheduled arrival. 

“I don’t know if there will be a 
detailed schedule it takes time,” 
Mr. Peres said. 


Fighting kills 7 in south Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 


1 1 Fred Peck, foe 
U.S. military spdeesutan, said the 
fighting began before dawn and 
ended Monday morning, killing 
. wren Somalis and wounding 21. 
He said U.S. and Belgian troops 
m the area were not mvotved in 
conflict, which lasted five 
tours. 

Od. Peck said an overnig ht 
^aufew would be imposed, and 
de P*tture would 

yi $JjJ ,aWy h* only * day^ or 

4 J5?’ 231 a iraree tor 

™ 55 re 5 ef Concern, 
•as shot to death in an . attack on 
*r vehicle outside Afeoi, about 
» kilometres north of Moga- 


dishu, Col. Peck said. 

Grief-stricken officials at the 
Concern residence in Mogadishu 
said Miss Place was finishing her 
assignment in the capital and was 
to begin work Tuesday in Baidoa, 
to the northwest. 

They said the vehicle she was 
riding in came under attack from 
at least 10 Somali gunmen, and 
that an armed guard was injured. 

Earlier Monday, Miss Place 
had been present when 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Riddick Bowe toured a Concern 
feeding centre in Mogadishu. 
Miss Place, who Conceal workers 
believed came from Dublin, had 
been in Somalia for six months. 


No crisis’ in Iraq after inspection 


(Continued 

' ooncfl Resototioa 687, the Golf 

• jr ceasefire document under 

/•***■ Iraq most dismantle its 
.. ."■'-Ofesgsal, chemical, nuclear and 
untie missile programme. 

,> It was the first time two U.N. 
apons have worked together in 


Mohammad Amin, the 
n official in charge of coondi- 
. ing foe movements of foe 
‘ >J. inspectors, told reporters: 
i«y visited three sites. They 
w nothing. This is great proof 
we are biding nothing.** 
•'■■he United Nations has said 
r -‘ e is strong evidence Iraq is 

y 


from page 1) 

(tiding about 100 of ^ the Send 
missiles of the type H fired at 
Israel and Saudi Arabia m foe 
Gulf war. Iraq denies it. 

The Iraqis were taken by sur- 
prise by the sudden arrival of Mr. 
Smkfovich and the unexpected 
e xtension of Mr. Paianque’s mis- 
sion. 

"Winch direction? north, sooth 
or west,” asked an Iraqi official 
outside a Baghdad hotel as Mr. 
Palanqoe rushed into a car to set 
off to check an undeclared 
weapons she. 

"Just follow us,” Mr. Palanqoe 
replied. 


Khomeini’s legacy pits cynical rich 
against embittered poor 


By Christopher Walker 

TEHRAN — Many of the Ira- 
nians who mark the anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Islamic 
republic are aware that its viabil- 
ity is now more in question than 
at any time since Ayatniiah 
Khomeini returned from exile in 
1979. 

Fourteen years after the Isla- 
mic revolution. Tehran remains a 
tale of two cities: its northern half 
housing the rich and often cynic- 
al. who fight a rearguard action to 
keep old values alive, while the 
overcrowded south is a sprawling 
slum dominated by the "dispos- 
sessed” in whose name the Shah 
wus toppled. 

Newcomers to the city, which 
hus seen its population more than 
double since the 19)16 census put 
it at six million, are invariably 
astonished to find the attractive, 
walled streets in the north packed 
with boutiques displaying risque 
Parisian designs, showrooms for 
BMW cars and French histrus 
like Ghoo. where men and single 
women make assignations across 
tightly packed tables. 

Behind the thick curtains of 
villas, some with swimming pools 
and others with peacocks strut- 
ting the lawns, contraband alco- 


hol flows like water (Johnny Wal- 
ker Black Label sells for the 
equivalent of £4(1). ladies out- 
shine their western guests 'with 
plunging necklines, and illegal 
videos for unlawful video 
machines are hand-delivered in 
brown paper parcels. 

Some of the affluent are mul- 
lahs. who have profited from 
requisitioned businesses once in 
private hands, others arc mer- 
chants thriving on fluctuating ex- 
change rates that can make Them 
nr Times wealthier on a single 
deal. There are also "Islamic capi- 
talists” whose money is being 
made cm the stock exchange, 
which is bullish once again. 

The squads of Islamic vigi- 
L-inies, back in force on the 
streets, have failed to curb the 
affluent lifestyle of the upper 
classes. The supposedly forbid- 
den quiffs worn by young women 
are more outrageously permed 
than ever. Men and women hold 
hands despite the threat of a 
flogging. 

There are many such examples 
of what the radicals refer to angri- 
ly as "bad hejah”. breaches of the 
dress code which are adhered to 
with uniformity in the south 
where the women all don black 
chadors, clasped to their necks 
with one hand for added modes- 


ty. giving the impression that one* 
is present at a permanent funeral. 

With its open sewers, its hordes 
of beggars and cripples from the 
eight-year conflict with Iraq, the 
south of Tehran is still the power- 
house of the revolution, its unem- 
ployed young manning the vig- 
ilante forces which attempt to 
impose Islamic conformity on (he 
nonh. 

As in the former Soviet Union, 
it is the poor who arc pitying the 
biggest price for attempts to in- 
trodqce a local form of peres- 
troika known as baz-sazi. Costs of 
goods have soared beyond the 
reach of the estimated two mil- 
lion government employees who 
earn an average monthly wage of 
27U.IXKI rials (1125). A housing 
shortage has created vast armies 
of squatters whose clashes with 
the security forces often provide 
the catalyst for wider unrest. 

Nothing symbolises the con- 
trasting lifestyles more than the 
picturesque ski resorts of Shem- 
shack and Dizim. two hours' 
drive to the north of the capital. 
The slopes, like the buses, are 
strictly segregated, but women 
often ski defiantly without wear- 
ing the veil, confident that the 
lower-class vigilantes who make 
up the “disciplinary forces" luck 
the skills, often honed hv annual 


trips to the Swiss or French Alps, 
to apprehend them. 

Most returning exiles have 
property in north Tehran, and 
some are horrified to find the 
Islamic authorities demanding 
compound interest (banned by 
Sbaria, Islamic holy law) for 
“overseeing" it since the end ot 
the monarchy. Residents of north 
Tehran speak of the south as 
though it was part of another 
planet, hut are aware that with- 
out the support of its masses no 
attempt to overthrow the mullahs 
could ever hope to succeed. 

The north is the home of most 
diplomats who are frequently 
harassed by the vigilantes from 
the south. One European ambas- 
sador and his wife recently heard 
a victim uf the Islamic militia 
being shot outside their villa 
while others are tailed by cars 
containing Islamic vigilantes. 

In the south, (he fervour of 
Islamic fundamentalism and mili- 
Uincy has been worn down by the 
economic hardships of 14 years of 
revolution. But the spark has not 
yet died, as those who speak 
angrily of the day more than 50 
years ago when (he last Shah's 
father outlawed the Islamic veil 
are quick to remind the rare 
visitor from the West — The 
Times. 


Call for holy war may widen Algerian struggle 


By Elaine Ganley 

The Associated Press 

ALGIERS, Algeria — The bust- 
ling, sun drenched streets of 
Algiers camouflage a high stakes 
struggle played out almost daily 
in hit-and-run attacks by armed 
groups that vanish once the deed 
is done. 

The battle between Muslim ex- 
tremists and the military backed 
government could swell into a 
broader uprising following the 
call for a holy war by rate of- 
Algeria’s top fundamentalists. 

It was the Islamic Salvation 
Front's (FIS) first official state- 
ment of support for the armed 
movements that have terrorised 
security forces for a year. 

The banned fundamentalist 
Muslim movement predicts that 
Algeria's mflitary^mdeed govern- 
ment will collapse in a year and 
give way to an Islamic state. 

The government, battling to 
avoid such a fate, just renewed a 
year-long state of emergency de- 
clared in February 1992 and reis- 
sued an amnesty call for extrem- 
ists who have not spilled blood. 

Ali Belhadj, the FIS’ No. 2 
leader, issued the Jan. 12 call for 
a jihad, or holy war. in a letter 
sneaked from the BHda military 
prison, where he is serving a 12 


>, term. 

The call to arms is an open 
secret in Algiers and Blida. the 
two major battlegrounds during 
the past year's violence. 

“It’s official now. The FIS 
wants violence," said a 33-year- 
old doctor leaving a mosque after* 
weekly prayers in Blida. south of 
Algiers. "They're saying it in all 
the streets. There's no more 
room for discussion.” 

The tension is evident, with 
army barriers blocking the roads 
and masked police cruising the 
streets, assault rifles poking from 
their vans. Western attire pre- 
dominates, replacing the beards 
and robes favoured hy the now- 
hounded fundamentalists. 

Fundamentalists, on foe brink 
of power barely a year ago, now 
meet covertly with reporters 
whether in Algeria or in Euro- 
pean capitals where some have 
tied. Their official statements are 
banned, their leaders jailed. But 
the message gets through. 

The fundamentalists were ab- 
out to sweep parliamentary elec- 
tions in January 1992 when the 
army stepped in. cancelling vot- 
ing and banning the FIS. 

In the year since the ruling 
High State Council was installed 
to thwart the fundamentalists, 
more than 600 people have been 
killed, nearly half of them police 


and soldiers targeted by extrem- 
ists, authorities say. 

FIS spokesman Rabah Kebir 
said: "The only solution to get 
back what was taken from us is by 
force, the jihad. The Algerian 
people didn't wait for Ali Belhadj 
to write his letter. The jihad 
started long before that.” 

"In all certitude, armed action 
will spread with lime.” said Mr. 
Kebir, the senior FIS official not 
in prison. He fled Algeria in 
August and spoke in a secretly 
pranged meeting with a reporter 
in Europe. 

Mr. Kebir said he expected to 
return home in a year, a “logical 
time,” he said, for the situation to 
change radically. 

Mr. Belhadj 's letter calling for 
holy war urges security forces to 
“defend foe choice or the peo- 
ple," and Algerians to join their 
"fighting brothers” to topple a 
repine that defies “human and 
divine laws.” 

In three years as a legal party, 
the FIS drew millions to its ranks, 
becoming a beacon in an econo- 
mically strapped nation rampant 
with corruption after 30 years of 
socialist rule. 

Harsh tactics are used to coun- 
ter extremists. 

In January, two army officers 
were executed for their ties to the 
Islamic underground, the first 


death sentences carried out for 
political crimes since 1964. 

Experts say the FIS must win 
over the army if it ts to succeed. 
Numerous desertions have been 
reported and dozens of soldiers 
tried for links to extremists, but 
no sign has emerged that foe 
upper echelons are wavering. 

Even some FIS members ex- 
press qualms about resorting to 
violence. 

A former local council member 
in Algiers, removed from his post 
when the front was banned, said 
he could "never use violence 
personally.” 

“But I’ll find another, non- 
violent way to revolt. It's not a 
lost cause. We're here and we're 
waiting.” 

He insisted on being identified 
only as Mohammad H. 

Few hard facts are known ab- 
out the strength and cohesiveness 
of the armed groups. 

A FIS militant, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
three umbrella groups were coor- 
dinating cells of about 10 people. 

"When they catch someone 
and torture him. he'll only give 
nine other names,” he said. 

Mr. Kebir conceded the mili- 
tants lack sufficient arms, but said 
they enjoy broad backing from 
the public, who hide them, feed 
and do the them. 
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Honeymoon fades as 
Lebanese wonder 
about premier 


By Mohammad 

The Associated Press 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — When bil- 
lionaire Rafik Hariri became 
prime minister, be was hailed as 
the saviour who would put Leba- 
non back on its- feet. 

But after the first 100 days, 
some Lebanese wonder whether 
he wilt lead them out of the 
economic ruin wrought by 16 
years of civil war that ended in 
1990. 

Mr. Hariri, a 48-year-old Sunni 
Muslim who enjoys international 
tige and the patronage of 
odi Arabia, says it is too early 
to judge. 

Even critics acknowledge some 
notable achievements by Mr. 
Hariri’s government since it was 
installed Nov. 2. 

It has cracked down on price 
gouge rs and grafters. It is repair- 
ing roads and such services as 
electricity, water and waste dis- 
posal. 

With Syrian and Saudi support, 
Mr. Hariri has restored some of 
the backbone the government 
lacked for so many years. 

Lebanese hailed his refusal to 
accept hundreds of Palestinians 
deported by Israel on Dec. 17 as 
long overdue defiance of foe 
Israelis, who occupy a strip of 
South Lebanon and regularly 
attack guerrilla targets in this 
country. 

"Hariri is telling Israel and the 
whole world that we're a 
sovereign, independent state,” 
state television said in a commen- 
tary. “There’s a sense of pride 
that we haven't enjoyed for near- 
ly 17 years.” 

In his quest to restore state 
authority over a lawless nation, 
Mr. Hariri sent soldiers into the. 
predominantly Shiite Muslim 
shims of South Beirut in late 
December. It was the fust time in 
nearly a decade ihat the army had 
ventured into the stronghold of 
Iranian-backed fundamentalist 
groups. 

Fadl Sbalaq, the primier's 
chief aide, says the government 
has signed reconstruction aid 
agreements worth about $1 bil- 
lion and has pledges of another 
$750 million. 

The Lebanese pound has risen 
in value since Mr. Hariri took 
office from a record low of 2,750 
to the U.S. dollar to a stable 
1,000, but prices have not come 
down in a country that imports 85 
per cent of its basic needs. Some 
analysts say they have even in- 
creased about 7 per cent in recent 
weeks. 

One of Mr. Hariri's main goals 
is to persuade Lebanese business- 
men to bring back the estimated 
$40 billion stashed in foreign 
banks. By all accounts, however, 
most are waiting to see whether 
he can restore confidence and get 


the economy moving. 

Arguments over reconstruction 
plans for downtown Beirut have 
made many wealthy Lebanese 
reluctant to invest in the project 
until the disputes are resolved. 

There is mounting criticism of 
Mr. Hariri's grandiose plan to 
tear down central Beirut and 
build a $2.65 billion metropolis. 
His Oger-Liban Co. would do the 
work, and reap most of the pro- 
fits. 

Najah Wakim, an opposition 
leader, accuses the government 
of not having "a development 
plan to increase the national in- 
come ...merely a plan to recon- 
struct the services sector, which is 
not productive.” 

Mr. Hariri raised the hackles of 
old guard politicians hy bringing 
close associates and trusted aides, 
11 of them millionaires, into the 
30-member cabinet, which is half 
Muslim and half Christian. 

He kept the finance portfolio, 
traditionally allocated to a Shiite 
Muslim, so as to have more con- 
trol over reconstruction. His re- 
fusal to assign key ministries on 
the basis of religion or sect has 
angered politicians who benefited 
from the practice in the past. 

Many of the 128 parliament 
members are unhappy with the 
premier's tight personal control 
over the decision making process. 

"The government doesn't want 
ns to legislate.” said Mr. Wakim, 
the opposition leader. "Hariri 
doesn’t believe in second opin- 
ions. He either does what he 
wants without any discussion with 
anybody, or cancels the job 
altogether.” He- doesn accept 
opposition. No one wants one 
party rule, because that’s dicta- 
torship. But what we’re facing 
under Hariri is one-company 
rale." 

Mr. Hariri's relationship with 
President Elias Hrawi. a Maro- 
nite Catholic, has deteriorated, 
delaying the appointment of 
senior officials to oversee the 
reconstruction. 

"What’s Hariri giving Leba- 
non?” asked Mustafa Saad, a 
parliament member from Sidon, 
the prime minister's hometown. 
“He invests one pound and har- 
vests 300.” 

Mr. Saad said Mr. Hariri is 
"merely a businessman whose 
only interest in Lebanon is to 
invest and profit.” 

Mr. Hanri denies that, but 
persistent newspaper reports say 
he has spent up to $200 million to 
buy property in downtown 
Beaut. 

A banker, Abbas Shouman, 
asserted that Mr. Hariri's “per- 
sonal investment means more 
jobs for foe Lebanese.” 

He said the premier, whose 
personal fortune is estimated at 
$4 billion, is “too rich to be 
corrupt.” 
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Where you can 
Chinese df 


most exquisite | 
id dinner. 


CHm 

Tdwki 

f^eilouronl 



China 


at the 


Tel. 674295 6T15741T1 - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman thathasa 
Kitchenette In every 
room-I 


IIAKOTEL 

,Jjl:4|IjI= 


Amman -feL 668 193 - 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



Jordan Times 
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Phoenix Suns’ Charles Barkley drives for the basket to score for the 
west All-Stars 

NB A West beats East 
in All-Star game 

SALT LAKE CITY (R) — Karl Malone had 28 points and John 
Stockton 15 assists to lead the Western Conference to a 135-132 
overtime victory against the Eastern Conference in the National 
Basketball Association’s All-Star game Sunday. 

Hometown heroes as members of the Utah Jazz, Malone mid 
Stockton were named co-most valuable players, marking just the 
second time in AU-Star history that the award was shared. 

Elgin Baylor of Minnesota and Bob Pettit of St. Louis won- the 
award in 1959. 

Stockton had four points in overtime and Dan Majerle and Charles 
Barkley of the Phoenix Suns each sank key three-point baskets in the 
extra time. 

Scottie Pippen sank two foul shots for the East as the players were 
leaving the court to bring bis team to 132. 

Maierie’s three-pointer gave the West the lead for good at 124-123 
and Berkley increased the West advantage to 131-125 with 1:28 left. 

The East forced overtime on a 15-foot jumper by Patrick Ewing of 
the New York knicks with eight seconds left in regulation. Ewing was 
wide open after taking a pass from Michael Jordan. Jordan finished 
with 30 points. 

Tim Hardaway of the Golden State Warriors missed a foul-tine 
. jump shot in the final seconds that would have won the game for the 
West In regulation. 

The AU-Star game went to overtime for the fifth time and the first 
' since 1987. The East leads the All-Time series, 27-16. 

“It’s great, especially winning the MVP (most valuable player) in 
front of our fans.” Malone said. “We used tbe (Utah) Jazz plays in 
overtime and that’s what won the game. This is a big thrill for me.” 

Winning coach, Paul Westphal, who regularly guides the Phoenix 
Suns, said: “Tbe home team should win die All Star game... 

“Barkley is mad at me because I took him out in tbe final minute in 
regulation for my best free throw shooters when they were fouling 



Bubka sets pole vault mark again 

MOSCOW (AP) — Sergei Bubka broke tbe world indoor pole 
vault record for die second time in eight days, extending it one 
more centimeter to 6.15 metres (20 feet 2 inches) during a meet in 
Ins home dty of Donetsk, Ukraine, the ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. It was the 18th time he has broken tbe indoor mark and 
34th time be has broken the event’s record both indoor and 
outdoor. He raised the mark to 6.14 (20 1-3-4) in tievin. Fiance, 
on Feb. 20 at an international meet. Athletes from Holland. Italy, 
Russia, the United States, Ukraine, France and Kazakhstan took 
part in die meet in Donetsk. 

Piggott to miss Hong Kong race 

HONG KONG (R) — Legendary English Jockey Lester Piggott, 
malting a comeback from a serious accident, said Monday be will 
skip a Hong Kong race meeting Wednesday after cutting his eye. 
Tbe 57-year-old, who is in Hong Kong on a one-month riding 
stint, told reporters he was injured Saturday when Beat Them Up 
gave him a glancing blew with its head. Piggott received three 
stitches and pulled out of Wednesday's evening meeting at happy 
valley as a precaution. Piggott, making a comeback from injury at 
tbe Breeders Cup meeting in the United States last November, 
was treated in the first aid room at the Sha Tin track. 

Kenyan crosscountry star faces ban 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s five-tunes world crosscountry cham- 
pion John Ngugi faces a four-year ban by the International ■ 
Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) for refusing a random dope 
test, a senior IAAF official said Monday. Ngugi, winner of the 
1988 Olympics 5,000 metres, told reporters he had declined the 
test because the IAAF team of doctors who visited his rural home 
at Nyahuniru, 300 km north of Nairobi, failed to identify 
themselves. John Weston, leader of the IAAF team of doctors, 
told reporters the Kenyan star declined a random test last week 
and he was forwarding his report to the IAAF for action. ‘Tinder 
tbe rules Ngugi could be suspended for up to four years by the 
IAAF for declining the test,” Weston said. 


Kasparov Stich wins Eurocard Open 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HBtSCH 

01982 Trwuna Meda Suw. me 


HELD UP AGAIN 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* J 6 4 3 
V K Q 10 9 
0 A 4 3 2 

42 

WEST EAST 

* A 6 * 10 9 8 7 

?87G r /A54 

0 J 8 7 ■ 0 Q 6 5 


4QJ 10 98 *766 
SOUTH 

* KQ2 
J32 

OK 10 9 

* A K4 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Paas 2 * Pass 

2 0 Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of * 
Hold-up plays are a fascinating 
field that has not been explored 
cfeeply enough. We are indebted to 
Gerry Fox of Napa, CaKf., for this 
hand. 

North-South reach a normal 
three-no-trump contract after a 
routine auction. When North’s two 
club major-suit inquiry failed to un- 


not at all? If you do hold up, do you 
do so on the first tricks or later in 
the play? 

Yes, you should hold up. Not just 
once, but twice. And on tbe first two 
tricks! That guarantees the contract 
as long as fh* rlunyr hand, in 
case West, has no more than one of 
the two aces you have to force out to 
come to nine tricks. 

To see why the double hold-iqrtfc 
necessary, fat’s suppose you refuse 
the first club, win the second and go 
after your better major, hearts. Eat 
can win the first heart and return a 
club, and now a second hold-tip will 
not help— West overtakes and re- 
moves your last dub stopper, and 
the defenders w3J come to three 
dubs and two aces. 

But notice what happens if you 
hold off on the first two club lads 
and win the third. If you force oat 
tbe ace of hearts. East ha no dub to 
return and you’re safe; if you choose 
instead to attack spades, Weston 
win the ace and remove your fast, 
dub stopper, but then has no entry 
to cash tiie setting trick, 
earth a fit in partner's hand, three- 
no trump was the automatic rebid. 

West leads the queen of dubs. 
Should you hold up once, twice or 


warms up 
for Short 

LINARES (R) — World chess 
champion Gary Kasparov warms 
np for his forthcoming title do: 
fense against Britain's Nigel 
Short in the strongest chess 
tournament ever held, starting in 
the Andalusian town of Linares 
this week. 

Parings for tbe first round of 
the 11th Linares Grand Master 
Trophy wDl be announced at an 
opening ceremony. 

It is expected to be Kasparov’s 
only appearance in a major 
tournament before his world 
championship match against 
Short. 

' The 14-man lineup includes 11 
of the world's top players, 
according to computer rankings 
known as JELO-ratings. Kaspar- 
ov, 29, from Azerbaijan, tops the ■ 
list with bis record rating of 
2,805. 

Tbe most notable absentee is 
Short, who despite his status as 
Kasparov's world title contender, 
has an ELO-rating of 2,655 that 
puts him outside the world's top 
10 . 

Asked why be was not playing. 
Short said he didn’t want to play 
in what was practically a cham- 
pionship of ex-Soviet players. 

Kasparov is joined by his old 
sparring partner, Russian former 
world champion Anatoly Karpov, 
41, ranked second at 2,725. 

Ukraine’s Vassily Ivanchuk, 23 
(2,710), is a fended- contender 
having won the 1991 Linares tro- 
phy ahead of Kasparov. 

Sharing third place with Ivan- 
chuk is Indian star Viswanatfaan 
Anand, 23. (2,710). He and fifth- 
ranked Belarussian Boris Gei- 
fand, 24, (2,690) shared first 
place in the Moscow Grand Mas- 
ter Tournament last year. 

Russian prodigy Vladimir 
Kramnik, at 17 (2,685) the 
world's second youngest grand 
master after the 16-y ear-old 
Hungarian Judit Polgar. is tipped 
by Kasparov as a potential pre- 
tender to his title. 

Another strong youngster is 
Latvian Alexei Shirov, 19, 
(2,670). 

Significantly, in a sport known 
as a young man's game, only one 
of die top 10 — Karpov — is over 
30. 


I STUTTGART (AP) — Michael 
Stich beat Ridtaud Krajicek 4-5. 
7-5, 7-6 (7-4), 3-6, 7-5 to win the 
S2.25 million Eurocard Open ten- 
nis tournament Sunday and earn 
one of the biggest purses on the 
ATP Tour. 

The German collected 
$355,000 for the match that lasted 
three hours and 46 minutes and 
ended on a controversial note. 

Tbe German also collected 414 
points for bis victory and will 
move into the top 10 ranks when 
the ATP TourTanltings come out. 

"This is a step on the ladder. 
It’s taking me where I want to be 
at the end of the year — in the 
top fiver said Stich, the 1991 
Wimbledon champion who began 
the week ranked 13th. 

In December, Stich earned $2 
million by winning the Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich, an interna- 
tional tennis federation sanc- 
tioned event that is not part of the 
ATT* tour. 

The $2.25 million Eurocard 
Open is tbe richest event on the 
your, except for the season en- 
ding ATP tour world cham- 
pionship in November. 

“I would have been happy with 
much less money because. I’ve 
been waiting for a victory for a 
long time,” Stich said after cap- 
turing his seventh ATP tour title. 
His last win on tbe tour before 
Sunday was in June in Rosmalen, 
tiie Netherlands. 

“It's nice to win a tight match 
and to win here in Germany,” 
Stich said. 

In a dose contest between two 
players who are ranked near each 
other. Stich, the sixth seed, had a 
slow start, dropping his serve in 
the opening game. 

Stich etinebed the match off 
Krajicek's second serve, bitting a 
deep volley into the corner. 

Stich said tbe call came at an 
unfortunate time, but said one of 
his own serves was overruled 
earlier in the fifth set. 

“The ball was clearly out,” said 
Stich, who was a semifinalist at 
the Australian Open in January. 

Krajicek, who was playing in 



'Michael Stteh 

his first final of the year after 
failing to get past the second 
round in bis first four events, 
declined to show up for the news 
conference and was fined $1,000. 

Lendl hands Woodforde 
Comcast title 

Australian Mark Woodforde 
won the 5700,000 Comcast U.S. 
Indoor tennis tournament when 
fourth seeded Ivan Lendl retired 
after straining his left side with 
the score 5-4, 0-15 Sunday. 

The ninth-ranked Lendl \ os 
running for a drop shot on tb j ' st 
point of the ninth game whe.i 1 
injury happened. After a tr 
rubbed linament on Lendl': 
he continued to play. 

But Lendl obviously v •- •• 
pain, barely dropping a • 
over the net which woodi 
smacked into the open com 

Lendl tossed the ball to se: .. 
again, but let the ball drop. Shak- 
ing bis head no, Lendl walked to 
the net and shook Woodforde’s 
band. 

Woodforde is the first un- 
seeded player to win this tourna- 
ment. 

“I’m very disappointed it hap- 


pened again,” said Lendl, in a 
statement released to the press. 
“I moved forward to the drop 
shot and I just felt it go.” 

The American; who won 
$53,200. was just returning to the 
tour following a gram injury suf- 
fered in mid-November. His first 
tournament back was January’s 
Australian Open where he lost in 
the first round. 

Lendl will be examined at 
home in Greenwich, Connecti- 
cut, Monday to determine the 
seriousness of the injury. The last 
time the American withdrew 
from a final was in 1981. 

“It’s a pull on his left side right 
below the rib cage,” trainer Hill 
'■ • ■iris said. 

Hi.: victory for the 4lst-ranked 
dforde, his fourth career ti- 
earned him $96,000. He did 
•• -ose a set on his inarch to the 
v .1 and defeated two seeds — 
- .Tiber six Francisco Clavet in 
e first round and number three 
Michael Chang in the quarterfin- 
als. 

. ‘Til take it. I’m not bothered 
by it,” said Woodforde, who 
added that it was unfortunate 
Lendl was injured. ‘Tin - ecstatic. 1 
still ended up the winner. I’m just 
bappy. I'm over the moon.” 


Juventus eye Sauzee 
as Marseille go top 



Espen Bredesea of Norway jubi- 
lates after wlniag the gold med- 
al of the ski jumping special 
K1I5 of the Nordic World 9d 
Championships at Falun, 
Sweden (AFP photo) 


PARIS (R) — Reports that 
Juventus are inte tested in signing 
Franck Sauzee did no harm to tbe 
Marseille midfielder, who fired 
home a spectacular goal as his 
team went to -the top of the 
French League ag the weekend. 
. Juventus, having lost oat to 
Inter Milan in the battle for Ajax 
Amsterdam's Dermis Bergkamp, 
were said to have turned their 
attention to the Marseille pair of 
Sauzee and Croatian striker Alen 
Boksic. 

If the Italian dub were watch- 
ing Marseille’s 2-0 home win over 
Lois, they would not have been 
efisappointed. Sauzee, whose sub- 
time form has been behind his 
side’s rise to the top with five 
wins in a row, .played superbly 
and his goal was a gem. 

The immediate consideration is 
Marseille's visit to previous lead- 
ers Monaco Thursday. Monaco 
lost for the first time in 13 match- 
es when they went down 1-0 in 
Nantes to an 18th minute goal by 
Croatian sweeper Zoran Vulic, 


felling two points behind. 

The goal was the first conceded 
by veteran keeper Jean-Luc 
Ettori in 10 games but he still 
broke the french record of keep-' 
ing his net intact by six minutes, 
taking his mark to 898. 

More alarming for Monaco was 
another listless performance from 
their shot-shy attack with Ger- 
many's Juergen Klinsmann and 
company feilmg to score for tbe 
fourth game in a row. 

Monaco dropped to third as 
Paris St. Germain also moved 
above them on goal differences 
despite a disappointing CM) home 
draw with Toulouse in which 
Liberian striker George Weah 
missed a penalty. 

Tbe Parisians blamed the Parc 
Des Princes pitch has disinte- 
grated alarmingly in recent games 
and has to be relaid this week. 
Barcelona fall to impress Cruyff 

Barcelona and Atletico Madrid 
scraped badly needed winsin the 
Spanish Soccer League at the 
weekend but foiled to impress 


their coaches. 

Barcelona won 1-0 at bottom- 
dub Real Burgos, while Atletico 
beat Cadiz 2-0, 

* Barcetona'sJohan Cruyff said: 
"Barcelona were weak. Burgos 
were dragging their heds, doing 
what they could and Barcelona 
foiled to mate the most of their 
opportunities.” 

Pastoriza took over earlier this 
month after the sacking of prede- 
cessor Luis Aragones. 

Even Real Madrid's 3-0 win at 
Albacete gave only moderate 
satisfaction to coach Benito 
Flora. 

"The goalless first half was 
complicated by Fernando 
Munoz's (Nando) sending off and 
Albacete's strong performance," 
he said. “But in the second they 
played tike real champions.” 

Deportivo Coruna continue to 
enjoy, life at the top. Their. 5-1 
win over Real Sodedad was their 
15th in 23 league games. They 
remain two points ahead of Real 
and four dear of Barcelona. 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



TEN YEARS 
AGO I t*iND 
ME A EMPTY 
HOUSE SO I 
MOVE IN AND 
I LIVE THERE* 
I PAY HO RENT' 






- 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1993 

.By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rjghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Something may linger from last 
evenings activities that could com- 
pel your attention this morning. 
Just as well — youll likely get the 
chance to shake it with some ex- 
erted movement as moon eaten 
Aries (are a.m. - 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your creative ideas are splendid 
this day and you would be wise to 
focus upon making them work out 
much as you possibly can so be 
outgoing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 

day to spend as much time and 
with your family as posable letting 
them know of your devotion and 
appreciation that they are there. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 

can make as many calls and visits 
as is convenient and especially with 
those who have made a big success 
of life that you would wisely emu- 
late. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Use this day to round out 
your awareness of financial matters' 
and the best means by which you 
can get a greater amount of this 
' worlds goods. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
some time out now to show you 
know how to project yourself be- 
fore the general public and you 
greatly add to your reputation, 
standing in the community. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A good time to shift out the 


various activities in which you have 
an interest and deride upon those 
which give you greatest scope to 
base nature. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A magnanimous friend can be 
the one who shows you how you 
can gain the intimate objectives 
that you desire with the least 
amount of effort on your part. 

SCORPKh (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Put aside your investigative 
trend and secrecy and go to one in 
power and state directly what that 
person can do to back your capabi- 
lities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Try to be off to 
some new scenes and surroundings 
where you will be able to add to 
your present store of knowledge so 
you can be more a success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be less reticent and 
disciplined and show special affec- 
tion for your male as weU as others 
towards whom you are drawn and 
want long time alliances. 
AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You find it possible to get 
one of considerable experience and 
breadth of vision io aid you to 
build a more secure structure to 
your existence. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the day to spare more 
time improving your surroundings 
and adding touches of colour, an, 
music, beauty or other culture to 
them.- 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Okay now...no more whining 
about lost keys!” 


THAT-SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• v by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


yesterday's 


Jumbles: ELOPE SURLY SOU 
Answer Something in the cards when the wile Is 
away— A FULL HOUSE 


BOUGHT FEMALE 


THE Daily Crossword »i 


ACROSS 
1 Restaurant 
employee 
SGotthebafl 


15 Outcast 
IE Bond's school 

17 Unit ol matter 

18 Land holdings 

19 Presidential 

prerogative 

20 Harassed 
22 London 

waterway 

24 Take it easy 

25 Trunk 

26 HoGOw 

29 Obvious due 

33 A k a follower 

34 Some carpets 

35 Rkihl away 

36 Sty guy 

37 Wound 
reminders 

38 Dossier 

39 Wayfarer's 
lodging 

40 Muscular 
problem . 

41 Gewmfet 

42 Open tormofly 

44 Profited 

45 Fit of pique 

46 Pointed end 
47VKfler 

SO Exporters 

54 Llama land 

55 Become alert 
57 Sunscreen 


56 

69 Lewis Canon 
creation 

60 Rosetta's river 

61 Got by 
62, Tugs ■ 

to Donahue's - 
specialty 

DOWN 

1 Grouch 

2 Detest 

3 Cupid 

4 Conventional 

5 Darwin 's ship 


1 


!■■■ minima 


an 


aiiarni an 
ain am 

aaam ami 
am aam a 

am ami a 


AIMS TiAm Mrta Strvct*. Ire. 
M fflgtti Hnarvrt 


Puzzle Solved: 


6 Surpass 

7 Encircle 

8 Pub quaff 

9 IHAs 

10 Make over 

11 Bitoi news 

12 Haul 

13 Baseball's 

Slaughter 

21 Ages ano ages 
23 Layers 

25 

26 Zealous 
27S0ttary 

28 Artieie of food 

29 Ladd role 

30 Burger garnish. 

31 Workout 
■ saSuiiiabrtc 
.34 George C. or 

‘ WHaid 

37 Subway access 

38 Saucy 46 Chess caE 

40 Teen's woe 47 Church area 

41 intake of breath 48 But . 

43Pubfcfted 49 Prod 

44 Escorts . S0$wta$* 


■nnnrj nonn nnran 
nnnnij nornra hood 
nrarcna nnnn nnrnn 
fnoaranniPincin nrann 
□nan nranmn 
nnnrann nnnn 
□nnn nrcran rarcnnn 
rnnnnro nnra hhcirh 
nnnnn nenra finnn 
nnno nnrannn 
tinman nnnm 
imran nnnnaannnn 
rarcnn nnnn amnios 
rnnnn nnou nunrtn 
roraan nrann nnnn 


51 Director Kazan 

52 Bagel, lor one 

53 Search for 
56 CWcken-king 

- connector 
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:> Scotch whisky exports 
surge ahead by 7% 

■ tf)NDON (R) — Scotch whisky exports rose last year for the first 
\ thne since 1988, the industry has said. 

■ The Scotch Whisky Association repotted a seven per cent increase 

■ .’a sports in vahie terms in 1992 to £1.96 billion ($2.78 billion) 

conpated with £1.83 btffion ($2.6 bQfion) the {sevknis year, 
eqnivaient of 763 nrilJioo bottles were shipped to the industry’s 

" overseas markets, it added. 

' Sates 40 Ve n ezuela , where whisky ranks among status symbols. 

-tape 52 per ceat to £55J! million ($78.4 millkm). 
v.- ^^ojents to the United States, the Ingest Scotch export market, 
jcscin valoe by £1 mfllioa ($1.42 nriQmn) to £250. million ($355 
in 1992, the association said. 

" " Bat the brighter export figures were somewhat clouded by a near 

" if) per, cent drop in domestic sales. In Britain, the association said, 
• ^ wiijtaiii.dK 11 month* to November— the period tor winch figures 
•.'/ ^jjt avaflablc — fell by one milBon cases. 

uXofcoeasc both the value and the level of shipments abroad in 
the current difficult trading donate is indeed encouraging,''* said 
Braxner, the association's chairman. 

BeE-be added that “we cannot ignore the catastrop h ic state of 
*. Scot* wlasgs second largest market, the United Kingdom." 

Hie association said high British taxes on spirits were the main 
: factor in .the decline of domestic sales. 


Electronics 
giants seek 
video 
harmony 


TOKYO (R) — Sony Corp and 
Matsushita Electric .Industrial 
plan a common standard for fu- 
ture digital videocassette recor- 
ders (VCRs), to avoid repeating a 
video battle they bad a decade 
ago, company spokesmen have 
said. 

The electronics giants want to 
pool development costs and avoid 
a braising industry war over rival 
systems, like the one between the 
Beta and VHS formats for ana- 
logue VCRs, a Sony spokesman 


Australians flee to Asia 

to escape unemployment 



' LSD Hr ITC 
•Emm- Or*** & **> 


22 / 2/93 


CmTBKJ . 
VS. Mar 

1 MTH 
3.06 

vmlniii 

StetfcglWd *.J9 

6.06 

5.61 

Mwt g SQ 

6.25 

7.75 

MsRnc 

5 .31 

5.43 


nod Bsc 

11.37 

11.25 

10.37 

JfBtif Vat 

3. IS 

3.21 

3. IS 

Esropeaa Currency IMU 

9.50 

9.44 

9.06 



That item the Matsushita- 
backed VHS format captured an 
overwhelming share of die VCR 
mark, leaving Sony Betamax us- 
ers with a virtually obsolete for- 
mat. 

But this time Japan's consumer 
electronics titans are less willing 
to risk a punch-op. 

Since the first video wars, they 
have had their confidence sapped 
by sagging earnings and flops 
from bright hope products such as 
■the digital audio tape and high 
definition television (HDTV). 

Another reason to cooperate is 
the worry that, by the- time the 
digital VCR market. matures in 
the late 1990s, it could be super- 
seded by a new, more advanced 
product — perhaps a recordable 
compact disc with video squeezed 
on using digital compression tech- 
nology. 

“Ten years ago they bad more 
cash and more optimism," said 
Michael Jeremy, senior analyst at 
Baring Securities. 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia's de- 
pressed job market is forcing 
increasing numbers of skilled Au- 
stralians to emigrate to Asia, 
according to a report released 
Monday. 

The report, by the Bureau of 
Immigration Research, showed 
that tiie number of people per- 
manently leaving Australia rose 
to more than 60,000 in the two 
years to June 30, 1992 — the 
highest level since the mid-1970s. 

It said about 32 per cent of 
those leaving the country were 
Australian-born and high unem- 
ployment was a key reason. Im- 
migrants left Australia mainly to 
return to the country of their 

birth. 

- “There is some evidence that 
emigration of the Australian- 
born is largely due to economic 
circumstances, particularly those 
related to employment," the re- 
port said. 

Australia's jobless rate was 
10.9 per cent in January. 

"Increasing numbers of 
Australian-born are leaving to 
live in rapidly industrialising 
Asian countries such as Hong 
Kong. Singapore and Malaysia," 
the report said. 

Graeme Hugo, a professor of 
geography at the University of 
Adelaide who is working on a 
jbUow-up report for the bureau, 
said many of the departing Au- 
stralians, in their 30s or 40s, saw 
Asian work experience as a key 
step in their careers. 

“Generally they have the in- 
tention of returning in the longer 
term. This is just a logical prog- 
ression in their upward mobility," 
Mr. Hugo said. 

He said the rapidly expanding 
economies of Asia had created an 
urgent demand for highly skilled 
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workers, especially engineers, 
accountants and managers. 

“They are not being poshed 
out — it is really a pall. They're 
going where the best offers are,” 

Last week, Australia’s unions 
weighed in to the country's elec- 
tion campaign, offering to under- 
write Labour Prime Minister Paul 
Keating's economic plans. 

The unions, after a meeting 
with Mr. Keating, agreed to do 
without wage rises if the economy 
did not create 500,000 new jobs 
over the next three years. 

Mr. Keating, seeking to appear 
more caring and more coopera- 
tive than his conservative oppo- 
nents, agreed in return to offer a 
wages “safety-net’’ to help work- 
ers. 

“We are doing this to maintain 
that spirit of cooperation between 
the government and the work 
force to achieve higher growth 
and higher employment," Mr. 
Keating told reporters after he 
and tile unions struck the deal. 

"... The trade onion movement 
is now oemmitted to accepting 
the postponement of both wage 
claims and scheduled increases in 
employer-funded superannuation 


(retirement) pa 1 
mem creation ( 
we believe is ar 
mum," Mr. K* 


The talks were the latest, and 
possible last, in a 10-year tradi- 
tion of "accord" agreements be- 
tween the unions, under the au- 
spices of the Australian Council 
of Trade Unions, and the present 
Labour government. 

Labour, in office since March 
1983, faces an election on Man* 
13. It trails the Liberal-National 
opposition in the opinion polls, 
chiefly because of high unem- 
ployment 

Australia’s seasonally adjusted 
unemptoymeut rate is 10.9 per 
cent but in unadjusted terms 
more than one million Austra- 
lians are out of a job. 

Friday's agreement is impor- 
tant to the election because the 
deal will be off if Labour loses. 

Opposition leader John Hew- 
soo has a tree-market approach 
to wages. He wants to cut union 
influence and eliminate the 
already reduced role of labour 
courts. 

Under opposition policy, work- 
ers and employers would be en- 
couraged to sign simple common 
law contracts, which Mr. Keating 
has likened to 19th century 
master-and-servant relationships. 

Friday's agreement also in- 



:) payments if employ- eluded some wage rises, but only 
on rails short of what under certain conditions, one of 
is an achievable mini- them being progress towards the 


Keating said. 


500,000 new jobs. 


Paul Keating 

If employees cannot bargain- 
wage rises for productivity im- 
provements — now the standard 
way for Australians to get more 
pay — then they could apply to 
the courts after July 1 for the 
safety-net rise of eight Australian 
dollars ($5.30) a week. 

In March next year and again 
in 1995 they could apply for 
another five Australian dollars 
($3.30) to 10 Australian dollars 
($6.60) a week. 

The additional 500,000 jobs 
would represent a 6.5 per cent 
boost in Australia's present 
recession-bit workforce of 7.75 
million. But Mr. Keating said 
that if he is reelected he hopes to 
create more than 500,000 jobs 
over three years. 

“It’s certainly not a target," he 
said. “We hope to be doing much 
better than that." 


Pakistan seeks IMF patience 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan is 
optimistic about obtaining a new 
one-bill ion-dollar loan from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMP), Finance Minister Saitaj 
Aziz has said. But he said he saw 
little hope of a return of U.S. aid. 

“The pace of our reforms, such 
as privatisation and deregulation, 
have gone at a much faster pace 
and nave been much broader 
titan they (IMF) had expected," 
Mr. Aziz told Reuters. 

“However, the issue on which 
we have not reached final agree- 
ment is the. size of our budget 
deficit." Mr. Aziz said at the esd of a 
week of talks with visiting IMF 
Middle East Department Direc- 
tor Paul Chabrier. 

He said Islamabad hoped to 
persuade the IMF to postpone 
until fiscal 1994/95 (July/June) its 
demands for Pakistan to cut the 
deficit to 4.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

“We feel that if we try to bring 


the deficit down at a faster rate it 
will squeeze out our investment 
programme," Mr. Aziz said. "In 
the take-off stage of our economy 
a year’s delay could be easier." 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
government has completed the 
first stage of its ambitious reform 
package and is now planning the 
second stage, be said. 

This will include further import 
liberalisation and tariff reforms, 
moves demanded by the IMF and 
which need the cushion of IMF 
funds in the initial stages, he said. 

Other changes will include tax 
reforms, such as introduction or 
more consumption and' direct 
taxes, inducting a sales tax, more 
excise duties and wider income 
and corporate taxes. 

Pakistan also hoped to achieve 
foil convertibility of its rupee, 
although tins would depend on a 
lower budget deficit and larger 


foreign reserves. 

“I would be comfortable with 
$2.0 billion," Mr. Aziz said. 
Foreign reserves stood at $992 
million last week. 

Mr. Aziz said Pakistan and the 
IMF were "not far apart" in their 
talks and he gave the IMF were 
“not for apart" in their talks and 
he gave the IMF assurances that 
Pakistan would try to reduce the 
deficit to 5.5 per cent of GDP. i 

Pakistan was unlikely to cut the 
shortfall to below 6.5 per cent this 
fiscal year because of floods last 
year and a poor crop of cotton, its 
biggest foreign exchange earner 
after textiles, he said. 

Pakistan earlier projected a de- 
ficit of 6.2 per cent for fiscal 
1992/93 (July/June), compared 
with 6.4 per cent in 1991/92. 

The IMF said it had agreed in 
principle to soft loans of $1.0 
billion more to Pakistan under its 
extended structural adjustment 
facility (ESAF) programme. 


India gold bond scheme 
flawed, bullion dealers say 


cent a year is too low. 

The gold-obsessed Indian pub- 
lic bolds an estimated 7,500 ton- 
nes of the metal, most of it family 
heirlooms and dowry items 
accumulated over many years. 


BOMBAY (R) — India is trying 
to tap the huge gold holdings of 
its 870 million population through 
new tax-free gold bonds, but biti- 
Koo dealers say the proposed 
interest rate of under two per 
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India hopes to make use of part 
of that through an issue of five- 
year gold bonds so that the bul- 
lion could be offered as collateral 
for foreign loans, officials said. 

But bullion traders said the 
interest rate of 40 rupees ($1.53) 
per gramme paid at the end of the 
five-year period was too low to 
attract many investors, and the 
minimum limit of 500 grammes of 
gold was too high. 

Tbe biggest attraction of the 
scheme is as a legal way of 
laundering large sums of black 
money or unaccounted wealth, 
bullion traders said. The bonds, 
which are tradeable, will be 
issued on a no-questions- asked 
baas, and can be used as a 
security to obtain advances from 
’banks. 

“The interest rate is too low," 
said M.L. Damani. president of 
the Bombay Bullion Association. 


Egypt 
uses cash 
to diversify 


imports 

CAIRO ( R) — Egyp! Will import 
more than a million tonnes of 
wheat from France and Australia 
by May. using record foreign 
exchange reserves to cut depend- 
ence on imports from the United 
States, an Egyptian official said. 

Ahmad Abdul Ghaffar. head 
of the State Holding Companv 
for Mills and Silos, toid Reuters 
that Egyptian state imports of 
wheat and flour in the financial 
year to June this year would total 
aboui 5.5 million tonnes, about 
the same as in 1991.^2. 

But Egypt would play interna- 
tional markets, buying for cash 
and cutting use of concessional 
U.S. credit lines that have domin- 
ated the Egyptian market for 
nearly 2U years. 

"Our buying power is up. On 
cash basis you have power to 
choose the source, the variety 
and the time for delivery." Mr. 
Abdul Ghaffar said in an inter- 
view. 

Egypt is the fourth largest im- 
porter of wheal in the world, 
spending about $1 billion on im- 
ports last year. 

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar said Egypt 
signed protocols with Australia 
and France late last year which 
made them significant players in 
the Egyptian market after a gap 
in recent years. 

The non-binding protocol with 
Australia was for between 7.5 
and 10 million tonnes over the 
next five years. Egypt would im- 
port about 1.5 million tonnes this 
calendar year. *00.000 tonnes of 
if by the end uf April 

Frmce would deliver 260,000 
ronnes under a protocol totalling 
600.000 tonnes by the end of 
Mrrch. Mr. Abdul Ghaffar de- 
clined to sayhow long the pro- 
tocol was due to Iasi. 

Officials confirmed reports the 
European Community backed 
the 260,000 lonne-deal with a 
huge subsidy of 115 ECUs ($137) 
per toone. most of the purchase 
price. 

But Mr. Abdul Ghaffar said 
U.S. imports would stay “within 
the range" of three million to 3.5 
million tonnes, compared to 3.5 
million tonnes last year. 

"The U.S. is the main sup- 
plier.... able to give the required 
quantities, varieties and (financ- 
ing) facilities (although) we are 
not in need of those facilities 
now,” he said. 

Egypt has accumulated about 
$12 billion of foreign exchange 
because of monetary reforms 
which attracted billions of dollars 
from holding overseas into the 
high-interest Egyptian pound. 

Last month Cairo unilaterally 
cut a U.S. concessional loan facil- 
ity to buy wheat from (he United 
States to $50 million from last 
year's $150 million. 

Officials said they could not say 
when wheat trade would be liber- 
alised as part of the economic 
reforms. Egypt allowed ihe pri- 
vate sector to start importing high 
quality flour four months ago but 
the ministry of supply still oper- 
ates a monopoly on wheat im- 
ports. 

Mr. Abdul Ghaffar said he 
expected local producers to supp- 
ly about a million tonnes to stale 
mills this year, up from 750,000 
tonnes last year. 

Local wheat production soared 
from 1.9 million tonnes in 1986 to 
4.7 million tonnes last year as the 
government nearly tripled prices 
paid to local formers. 
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— Following are the baying and selling rates for 



oti the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 
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RESEARCHER / W RBTER WANTED 

A Jordanian publishing company seeks to hire a full-time 
researcher / writer to join a small team ol professionals produc- 
ing publications and other materials on a wide range of subjects, 
including politics and diplomacy, maternal and child health, 
education, banking, the economy, archaeology, and tourism. 

The successful candidate should be Jordanian, fully bilingual 
in Arabic and English, and capable of assuming responsibility 
for research, writing, and production of publications. Computer 
and journalistic experience are both useful. 

The work schedule is a 40-hour. 5-day week; the post requires ' 
regular contacts with people outside the office, in person and by 
phone. Salary is commensurate with experience, qualifications, 
and capability. 

Qualified applicants should mail a CV to: 

The General Manager, Publishers, 

P.O.Box 9446, Amman-Jordan or fax it to 686751. 

Qualified candidates will be contacted subsequently for an 
interview. 
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World News 


Relief flights land in 
Sarajevo; aid boycott ends 


SARAJEVO (R) — Relief flights 
began landing again at Sarajevo 
Monday as the city authorities 
formally lifted a boycott of U.N. 
aid. 

The Bosnian government had 
already announced an end to the 
boycott, mounted in sympathy 

with tens of thousands of Muslims 

cut off by rebel Serbs in the east 
of the country. 

But the city council, which 
initiated the refusal to accept 
supplies, said it would wait for 
the safe arrival of a U.N. relief 
convoy in the Muslim-held east- 
ern settlement of Zepa. 

The Serbs allowed the convoy 
through to Zepa Sunday. 

A second U.N. convoy, due to 
set out from Belgrade Monday 
with emergency supplies for Mus- 
lims in the eastern town of 
Gorazde. was postponed for a 
day at the request of the Serbs. 

They asked for the delay be- 
cause a funeral was being held 
Monday for Serbs who had been 
found in graves near the convoy’s 
route. They say the Serbs were 
killed by Muslims and tensions 
are running high m the area. 

Lynda! I Sadis, an official of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), said the 
Gorazde convoy would now leave 


Belgrade Tuesday. 
The Bosnian Seri 


The Bosnian Serbs, who have 
promised safe passage for the 12 
trucks, asked for the delay be- 
cause local people were angry. 

“We’re quite willing to go 
along with a reasonable request 
like this.” Mr. Sachs said. 

About 40 bodies have so far 
been found in the graves on a 
wooded ridge in near the village 
of Kamenica. 

Serb forces said the exbuma- 


Kim picks 
new South 
Korean 


premier 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President-elect Kim Yong-Sam, 
preparing to take power later this 
week, Monday picked a former 
army general and ruling parly 
Stalwart as prime minister. 

Hwang In-Sung, 67, the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party’s 
(DLP) chief policy maker since 
early last year, is an economic 
expert capable of carrying out 
Mr. Kim’s pledge to reinvigorate 
a sagging economy growing at the 
slowest level m more than a 
decade, Mr. Kim’s spokesman 
said. 

“The choice fell on Mr. Hwang 
because he is well versed in eco- 
nomic affairs. This points to the 
fact that the most urgent task 
facing the nation is to revive the 
economy,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Hwang, transport minister 
and agriculture minister under 
authoritarian President Chun 
Doo Hwan in the 1980s, had the 
administrative background neces- 
sary to carry out Mr. Kim’s 
pledges for democratic reform 
and national reconciliation, he 
said. 


But the main opposition 
Democratic Party (DP) described 
Mr. Hwang as “a man of the 
past" unsuited to leading the 
nation into a new era of prosper- 
ity and democracy. 

“We cannot help but doubt 
whether President-elect Kim has 
the will to fulfill his pledges to 
build a new Korea and reform the 
nation,” a DP spokesman said in 
a statement. 

Mr. Hwang hails from Choi la 
province in the southwest, politic- 
al stronghold of defeated DP 
presidential candidate Kim Dae- 
Jung. 

Mr. Hwang was one of only 
two DLP members of parliament 
elected in the region during last 
April’s general elections, and 
political analysts said the appoint- 
ment was aimed at soothing re- 
gional animosities that run deep 
in South Korea. 


Mr. Hwang, a graduate of the 
military academy, served in the 
armed forces’ accounting depart- 
ment before he retired .with the 
rank of major general in 1963. 

He then served in various gov- 
ernment posts before becoming 
the president of the nation’s 
second air carrier, Asiana Ari- 
lines, in 1988. He quit the post 
last year to run for parliament. 

Mr. Kim is expected to consult 
Mr. Hwang in constituting a team 
to take over outgoing President 
Roh Tae- Woo’s administration. 

A DLP spokesman said the 
cabinet list would be announced 
shortly after Mr. Kim’s inaugura- 
tion Thursday. 

Mr. Kim also named a supreme 
court judge. Lee Hoi -Chang, as 
chairman of the Board of Audit 
and Inspection, a pivotal post in 
his anti -corruption campaign. 

Mr. Kim, elected on Dec. 18 to 
become South Korea’s first civi- 
lian president in more than three 
decades, said his administration 
would give priority to eradicating 
widespread official corruption. 


tions had to be called off Sunday 
because the area came under 
shellfire from Muslim-led Bos- 


nian troops. 

Mr. Sachs said the Gorazde 
convoy may be further delayed 
after it sets out because snowfalls 
in eastern Bosnia could make it 
difficult to check for mines in the 
path of the tracks. 

U.N. Refugee Commissioner 
Sadako Ogata announced at the 
weekend that her agency was 
resuming full operations in Bos- 
nia after receiving assurances that 
the country's warring factions 
would no longer block aid con- 
voys or food distribution. 

Mrs. Ogata suspended deliver- 
ies of food and medicines in 
Sarajevo and eastern parts of the 
country last week because of the 
Serb blockade and the boycott in 
the Bosnian capital. She was 
overruled by U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali two days 
later. 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic announced a unilateral 
ceasefire, along with the end of 
the boycott Saturday. 

Sarajevo Radio accused the 
Serbs of ignoring the truce after 
shelling of Muslim-held districts 
of the city Sunday. 

But Genera] Philippe Morillon, 
commander of U.N. peacekeep- 
ers in Bosnia, said the ceasefire 
declared by the Bosnians 
appeared to be having some 
effect because the shellfire was at 
a lower intensity than before. 

The city was reported relatively 
quiet overnight. 

Gen. Morillon said he was 
attempting to set up a joint com- 
mission with the combatants to 
try to consolidate the ceasefire. 

He also said he was going to 


N. Korea defies calls for 


new nuclear site checks 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
dramatically turned up the heat 
Monday in its blazing row with 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) over nuclear in- 
spections. 

A Pyongyang government re- 


port accused “some people of the 
IAEA secretariat” of bowing to 


IAEA secretariat” of bowing to 
U.S. pressure by demanding that 
its inspectors be given access to 
two North Korean military sites 
unconnected to its nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

The report was issued just 
hours before the U.N. agency’s 
board of governors was due to 
meet in Vienna. 

At the same tune, the official 
daily Rodong ■Sirnnun issued a 
stark warning that the isolated 
Stalinist state would refuse the 
inspectors entry, even at the price 
of confrontation with the world 
community. 

“If a ‘special inspection’ or 
‘sanctions’ are forced on us and 
the inviolable soil of our country 
is infringed upon by big powers, it 
would result in plunging the 
whole land of the North and the 
South into the holocaust of a 
war,” Rodong Sinmun's Sunday 
commentary said. 

North Korea, which angrily de- 
nies U.S. and South Korean 
charges that it is secretly develop- 
ing nuclear weapons, agreed re- 
luctantly last year to allow IAEA 
inspection of what it calls its 
civilian nuclear facilities. 

Now, it complains, the agency 
has unilaterally and abusively 
added two more sites to the 
agreed list of facilities to be in- 
spected. It insists it will not comp- 
ly- 

Korea analysts in Japan said 
such a hardline stance could put 
North Korea in confrontation 
with the U.N. Security Council 
and lay it open to the threat of 
disastrous economic sanctions. 

They added, however, that 
Pyongyang's defiance might just 


Indian leader pleads 
for religious harmony 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
opening a new session of parlia- 
ment boycotted by the Hindu 

nationalist opposition, called 
Monday for a concerted cam- 
paign against religious strife. 

“The basic premise of secular- 
ism and the rule of law has been 
threatened,” he said of Hie razing 
of a mosque by Hindu extremists 
on Dec. 6 and Hindu-Muslim 
riots that ensued in which more 
than 1,700 people were killed. 

“Hie most important task be- 
fore us today is to restore confi- 
dence and communal amity,” Mr. 
Sharma said with the first words 
of a speech opening the budget 
session of parliament. 

“Political parties, intellectuals, 
opinion leaders and others must 
all strive to counter the commun- 
al propaganda that has been let 
loose.” 

Mr. Sharma’s speech was 
boycotted by the rightwine Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP), par- 
liamentary flag-bearer of a surg- 
ing Hindu nationalist movement 
that has focused on Muslims who 
form a minority of more than 100 


million in India’s 870 million 
population. 

It did so in protest against the 
government banning a rally in 
Delhi Thursday intended to kick 
off a major campaign for early 
elections by the BJP. which is 
convinced that its support has 
blossomed in the wake of the 
mosque’s destruction. 


The BJP accused the govern- 
ment of abusing democracy by 
banning the rally and said it 
would go ahead with it despite 
administration efforts Do prevent 
participants reaching Delhi. 


The government has also put 
scores of Hindu nationalists in 
preventive detention in its bid to 
head off a rally that many resi- 
dents of the capital fear would 
spark violence. 


The destruction of the mosque 
in the northern town of Ayodhya, 
which became the focus of the 
Hindu nationalist campaign for 
power, and the religious riots 
plunged India into its worst crisis 
since independence from Britain 
in 1947. 
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Yeltsin 


meet officers from Bosnian, 
Croat and Serb forces in a bid to 
implement an agreement to open 
humanitarian corridors in and out 
of the city, at least for civilians. 

The U.N. commander said the 
proposal had been agreed by the 
combatants in December but had 
never been put into effect. 

“It will be the objective to lift 
the siege of Sarajevo by opening 
three ‘blue routes’: One to Mas- 
tar, the other to Zenica, the other 
to Zvomicfc,” be said. 

“It could be done in a very few 
days with the existing forces on 
the ground.” 

In Croatia, Zagreb Radio said 
Serb forces holding the Krajina 
enclave fired rockets into the 
Adriatic port of Zadar early 
Monday and shelled the town’s 
defence lines. 

Croatian military positions 
around Karlovac, 30 kilometres 
south of the capital Zagreb, were 
also bombarded, it added. 

Fighting between Croats and 
Serbs in Croatia resumed last 
month when the Croatian army 
attacked Krajina to recapture a 
strategic bridge and a hydro- 
electric dam. 

Meanwhile. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton plans to meet Dr. Ghali 
Tuesday to discuss getting more 
relief supplies to Bosnia, a White 
House spokeswoman said. 

Dee Dee Myers told reporters 
Sunday she would not expect an 
immediate decision on the possi- 
ble use of a U.S.-led airdrop of 
supplies to isolated towns block- 
ed by Serb forces. 

Mr. Clinton said Sunday the 
United States was consulting 
other members of the U.N. 
Security Council on getting more 
relief supplies to Bosnia. 


be brinksmanship ' 

The leadership could well re- 
verse course after mid-April, 
when U.S. and South Korean 
troops end their annual Team 
Spirit joint military exercise on 
the peninsula, the analysts said. 
North Korea calls Team Spirit a 
nuclear war dress rehearsal. 

In its lengthy report published 
overnight by the Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), Pyon- 
gyang’s Atomic Energy Ministry 
accused the IAEA of “spreading 
rumours that we are refusing 
inspection of the two nudear- 
related facilities in violation of 
the safeguards agreement and we 
are not allowing a visit to the 
nuclear site, breaking the prom- 
ise with the agency.” 

This, said the ministry, was 
preposterous. 

“The two sites referred to by 
the agency side are military fadli- 
ties which have nothing to do 
with nuclear activities and, 
accordingly, we are not obliged to 
show them to the agency," the 
report added. 

Korea-watcbers in Japan, 
where the possibility of Pyon- 
gyang acquiring nudear arms is 
taken very seriously, could not 
rule out the possibility that North 
Korea was bent on confrontation. 

“If North Korea continued to 
refuse for long, then it could face 
‘challenge inspections' by the 
IAEA or sanctions by the U.N. 
Security Goundl.” said Masao 
Okonogi of Keio University. 

“North Korea is entering an 
impasse... no-one, not even old 
allies China and Russia, wants to 
deal with it in such adamant 
mood...” 

The Security Coundl could im- 
pose economic sanctions, barring 
member nations from trade with 
North Korea, he said. 

“If and when North Korea is 
cornered and sees no escape, it 
may change its position complete- 
ly," he said. 
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— aide 


Despite rain, Riot 
carnival parade far 
from a washout 


Police an arrest after a crowd disturbance 

outride South Seftoo Magistrates Court as two 


ten-year-old boys were charged with the murder of 
James Bulger (AFP photo) 


2 10-year-old boys charged with 


toddler’s murder in Britain 


MOSCOW (R) — Aj» aide °f 
Boris Yeltsin charged Monday 
the president’s opponents tod re- 
duced him virtually to a figure- 
head leader akin to the queen of 
England and said a power strag- 
gle could lead to Russia’s disin- 
tegration. 

• Mikhafl Poltoranin. head of the 
president's Federal Information 
Centre, said attacks by the con- 
servative legislature on Mr- Yelt- 
sin’s power were encouraging 
breakaway trends in Russia's re- 
gions. 

“If the executive power (the 
presidency) is not strengthened, 
this will lead unavoidably Jo the 
disin tegration of Russia,” Mr. 
Poltoranin said in a statement 
issued by ITAR-TASS News 
Agency. 


LIVERPOOL, England (R) — 
An angry crowd screaming abuse 
rushed a van carrying two boys 
charged with murdering a toddler 
from court Monday in a case 
which has outraged Britain. 


Police made five arrests. 

More than 300 people gathered 
outside the court, where the boys 
accused of murdering two-year- 
old James Bulger were remanded 
in local authority care until their 
next court appearance on March 
3. The mood turned violent when 
the two youngsters were driven 
away. 


The officers withdrew and the 
crowd dispersed. 

“We’re here for James. We’re 
rick with grief and we want to 
show some respect,” said one 
man outside the court with his 
wife and t two children. “We’re all 
devastated by what happened to 
poor little Janies.” 


“Bastards bastards” screamed 
a section of the crowd?* A rock 
and an egg were thrown and some 
people hammered on the side of 
the van with their fists. 

After the arrests were swiftly 


made by waiting policemen, peo- 
ple turned on the police, waving 


The dead toddler’s parents and 
police had called for calm after a 
near-riot last week when an en- 
raged crowd tried to grab a 12- 
year-old suspect whom police tod 
seized in a high-profile raid. 

Bulger's killing 10 days ago — 
one of just six cases in the past 
decade of murder involving child 
defendants under age 14 — has* 
stunned Britons and touched off a 
national debate about rising 
crime and social decay in inner 
cities. 


pie turned on the police, waving 
their fists and chanting: “Let 
them go let them go”, referring to 
the five who had been arrested. 


Emotions in Liverpool have 
been running high since the tod- 
dler’s badly body was found by a 
railway line a week ago after he 


was separated from ins mother in 
a shopping mall. A security video 
showed him walking off hand-in- 
hand with two older boys. 

Police tod been ready for trou- 
ble. 

“The last 10 days have been 
stressful for the whole of 
Merseyside,” Police Superinten- 
dent Paul Burre* said. “We ask 
all of Meiseyride to remain calm 
as by doing so we can greatly 
assist the legal process.” 

During the six-minute hearing, 
tiie accused boys spoke only to 
confirm their ages and identities 
and showed no obvious signs of 
distress. The boys were formally 
charged by polioe Saturday. 

One boy sat with a lawyer and 
a soda! worker while the other 
was accompanied by his father 
and a lawyer. The boy with bis 
father yawned frequently and 
occasionally glanced towards his 
co-accused. 

As is normal in youth courts 
the public did not attend. 


Mr. Poltoranin, who has a 
Jong-standing feud with the par- 
liament chairman, lost his posi- 
tion as deputy prime minister m 
November under pressure. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s powers have been 
steadily eroded over the last three 
months by the Russian legislature 
led by its conservative Chairman 
Ruslan Khasbulatov. 

A twice-yeariy session of the 
Congress forced him to abandon 
his cabinet chief, Yegor Gaidar, 
10 weeks ago and name a new 
premier, Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
The conservative success raised 
uncertainty over the ultimate fate 
of Mr. Yeltsin’s radical reforms. 

The conflict has flared again 
this month, with opposition grow- 
ing to an April referendum Mr. 
Yeltsin tod hoped would end 
Congress's power over govern- 
ment. The president believes be 
should have freedom to choose 
bis own government and dispose 
of federal property still under 
broad parliamentary control. 


RIO DE JANEIRO <R) -r The 
incessant rain and dee p pyd fflca. 
were not enough to dampen fte 
spirits of Brazil’s 
ten as Rio De Janeiro 9 goffering 
parade of samba school* ra 
underway Sunday n W .;W 
parade competition, which lasts 
until dawn and then continues 
Monday night, is the highli ght of 
Rio’s pre-lentcn carnival, which 
began last Thursday and ends on 
Ash Wednesday. As white coir 
tuines turned black and dancers 
slid in the mud that accumulated 
in the samba stadium bum fortiie 
event, the marcher? appeared to 
sing louder. “The rain does not 
bother us. The harder it rams, the 
more spirit we have,” said Ana 
Cristina Alves Pereira of the. VB* . 
Isabel School. The rain ward 
welcome relief for those who 
must dance for an hour in the 
sweltering heat. “The rain cods 
us off.” said Vanda Viarraa Da 
Silva, also of the Vila Isabel 
School. The Unidos Da Ponte 
School kicked off the parade wkh 
an appropriate carnival theme — 
the history of masks. The foist 
float illustrated the court of ftej 
Momo, the king of carnival and 
the school continued with a got 
den sphinx and Venetian masks. 
Each school is judged on a variety 
of items, ranging from costumes 
and music to theme. 




Tenzing’s grandson 
to attempt -Everest : 


Angola says reinforcements still 
heading to Huambo despite clashes 


LUANDA (R) — An Angolan 
army relief column heading to the 
beseiged city of Huambo clashed 
with rebels on the way but was 
still pressing on, a military official 
said Monday. 

The two sides fought about 10 J 
kilometres from Huambo, where 
the decisive battle in Angola’s 
renewed civil war has raged for 
six weeks, he said. 

“There were confrontations 
but the column is continuing to 
Huambo.” he said. 

UNITA rebels said they had 
completely destroyed the govern- 
ment column in a three-hour bat- 
tle Sunday. Its conunander was 
among the dead, UNITA said in 
a statement. 

The military official dismissed 
the claim as propaganda. 


An estimated 10,000 people 
have been killed in the battle for 
Huambo. Once Angola's second 
city and the former UNITA head- 
quarters, it was on the brink of 
collapse two weeks ago. 

The government and UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) fought 
each other for 16 years after 
independence from Portugal in 
1975. 

A peace agreement signed in 
Lisbon in May 1991 crumbled 
when UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi rejected his defeat in 
U.N. -supervised elections in 
September. Full-sqale war re- 
turned at the end of December. 

U.N. diplomats say the govern- _ 
meat and UNITA will probably 
meet in tbe Ethiopian capital 


Addis Ababa this week to restart 
peace talks. 

A UNITA representative in 
Tjtanda said the meeting could 
take place Thursday or Friday. 

Antonio Monteiro, Portuguese 
ambassador to Angola, said on 
Portuguese Radio (TSF) that 
military reports indicated fighting 
in Huambo had escalated to 
“frightening proportions.” 

Humanitarian workers and 
U.N. officials have been unable 
to approach the city for over six 
weeks, despite urgent requests 
for a ceasefire. 

Diplomats from Portugal, the 
United States and Russia moni- 


toring peace accords were sche- 
duled to meet Tuesday in Lisbon, 


Portugal, to try to find a solution 
to the fighting. 


“Today they have cut back the 
president’s powers, turning him 
virtually into a ‘queen of Eng- 
land* ...the Congress as an instru- 
ment of power is not capable of 
saving Russia from dismember- 
ment.” Mr. Poltoranin said. 

Tbe British queen rules under a 
constitutional monarchy which 
makes her titular supreme au- 
thority in the land, but with very 
tittle real political power. . 

Mr. Yeltsin, during (as tong 
struggle for power against 
Mikhail Gorbachev, once sug- 
gested that the Soviet president s 
position be reduced to that of a 
“queen of England.” 

Talks between representatives 
of Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Khasbula- 
tov at the weekend brought no 
compromise on power-sharing. 

Mr. Poltoranin said the plan- 
ned referendum might be the last 
chance to solve the power issue 
by peaceful means. But the poll, 
now viewed with scepticism even 
by some Yeltsin allies, looks in- 
creasingly unlikely to take place. 


WELLINGTON (R) — Sbeipa 
Tashi Tenzing, grandson of oat 
of the two men who first climbed 
Mount Everest, said Monday be 
plans to try to scale the world’s 
highest mountain on the 40tfh 
anniversary of the first ascent. 
Tashi Tenzing, 27, told the New 
Zealand Herald during a visit to 
New Zealand that he plans- 4n F; 
international expedition led bya- 
sberpa — one of the Himalayan 
guides who traditionally accom- 
pany foreign climbers. Mr. Tenz- 
ing’s grandfather Tenzing Noigty ' 
and New Zealander Edmund 
Hillary were rite first to scale the 
mountain on May 29. 1933. Hffl- 
ary’s g ra n d son Peter climbed 
.Emest last year. “I would love 
to set foot on the top on the 49th < 
anniversary — if possible On May 
29 — but it is as we say in-. Nepal - 
‘Everest will choose who wiB be 
on the summit’,” said Mr. 


Tenzing. 

Japan schoolgirl 
diary tells of 
bullying torment 


TOKYO (R) — A 14-year-cid 
Japanese schoolgirl who was bul- 
lied at school has decided to 
publish a diary in which she de- 


scribes her torment. “My diary — 
bow I was bullied” by Ryo 


Kohl sees EC union without Britain, Denmark 


Tsuchiya is to be launched .to a ' 
Tokyo publisher m April. Her 
psychiatrist father, Noboru 
Tsuchiya, suggested she keep the 


•NEW DELHI (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl said 
Monday at least 10 European 
countries would go ahead with 
their unity plans if either Britain 
or Denmark failed to endorse the 
Maastricht Treaty within six 
months. 

“The European Community 
will go ahead to pursue European 
unity with 10 nations,” Mr. Kohl 
told a news conference at the end 
of- a four-day visit to India. 

“I hope and trust that ratifica- 
tions will come from all countries 
within six months,” he said. “In 
case they don't, we will go ahead 
anyway.” 

“I am firmly determined not to 
stop the process for one day.” he 
said. 

German State Secretary Dieter 
Vogel said Denmark was due to 
hold a second referendum on the 
treaty in May after the first poll 


failed to endorse it 
He said the British House of 
Commons was expected to take 
up the issue between June and 
July this year. 

"Expectations from Britain 
and Denmark are good,” Mr. 
Vogel told Reuters. “Opinion 
polls in Denmark have shown a 
favourable trend.” 

Mr. Kohl said he expected four 
more European countries to join 
the EC in 1995. 

“We expect Norway, Sweden, 
Austria and Finland to join us. So 
we will have that many more 
members in 1995,” Mr. Kohl said. 
“We will speed up the movement 
(toward political unity).” 

Mr. Kohl, on the first leg of a 
five-nation Asian tour, invited 
India to increase its business with 
the EC and said Germany was a 
good conduit 

In his arrival statement Friday 


be said protectionist policies in 
international trade were harmful 
and warned against erecting a 
fortress Europe. 

“It is crucial for Europe not to 
look inwards and not to deal only 
with itself but to open our eyes to 
-what is happening in the rest of 
tbe world to avoid erecting for- 
tress Europe, particularly in trade 
area,” Mr. Kohl said. 

British officials said they were 
surprised by Mr. Kohl’s com- 
ments. 

“We are checking these re- 
ports.” one government official 
said Monday but added that Mr. 
Kohl’s remarks seemed out of 
step with earlier statements that 
he wanted the 12 EC members to 
go forward together. 

The official said Prime Minister 
John Major had spoken with Mr. 
Kohl by phone before he set off 
last week for India. 


She noted Mr. Kohl had earlier 
accepted the British govern- 
ment’s decision to take its time 
over ratifying the treaty in a 
lengthy parliamentary process 
that will probably extend into the 
second half of this year. 


diary partly as therapy, a pub- 
lishing company official said. 


After a meeting with Mr. Ma- 
jor near Oxford last November, 
Mr. Kohl said; “What is decisive 
for us is that the Maastricht Trea- 
ty should remain unchanged and 
should be ratified as such by all 
states within the Community so 
that it can come into force in 
1993.” 


But he has always stressed his 
commitment to speeding the EC 
union process and told a meeting 
in Oxford that same day; “If we 
do not now create European un- 
ion, we will carelessly jeopardise 
everything we have hitherto 
achieved.” 


Ryo, who lives in Kyoto, western - 
Japan, described how three class- 
mates began bullying her tot 
year, kicking her and stealing her • j 
lunch. “HI never forgive the j 
three for doing what they did to 
me,” she wrote in her diary. “I 
won’t forgive them even if I die Q 
and I’m reborn." Later she \ 
changed classes and now with rise 
help of friends is relatively happy 
at school, the official said. Bul- 
lying is a recurring problem in 
Japanese schools. Some children 
have been driven to suicide, wtrBe 
others have died at the hands of 1 
their tormentors. Relatives fre- 
quently blame school authorities, 
otherwise very strict, for falling to 
take effective preventive mea- 


Chinese president to be replaced, paper says. 


New York Mayor , 
heaps praise on safe* 
clean Tokyo 


PEKING (R) — Chinese Presi- 
dent Yang Stongkun is set to be 
replaced when parliament meets 
next month, a Peking-controlled 
newspaper reported Monday. 

Mr. Yang’s name is not on the 
list of delegates to the annuai 
session of the National People's 
Congress (NPC) that opens next 
month in Peking, Hong Kong's 
Ta Kung Pao daily said. Also 
dropped is current NPC Chair- 
man Wan Li. 

“Observers believe they will 
not accept nomination to these 
leading positions," according to 
the newspaper, which is used by 
Peking to leak sensitive informa- 
tion. 

The 2,977 delegates elected 
from local People’s Congresses 
will vote for top state posts during 
the session. 

The decision to drop Mr. 
Yang, 85, tod been widely ex- 
pected. Western diplomats be- 
lieve the man most likely to re- 
place him is Communist Party 
General Secretary Jiang Zemin, 
who will serve in. both positions 
concurrently. 


Mr. Jiang has been named by 
88-year-old Supreme leader Deng 
Xiaoping as the “core” of the 
political succession. Elevating - 
him to the largely ceremonial 
position of president would give 
him an international role denied 
him in his current party position 
because of the collapse of the 
Socialist Bloc. 


and preparing to challenge for 
supreme power. 

It is unclear what role, if any. 
President Yang bad in this schem- 
ing. One envoy said his replace- 
ment “will gjve credence to con- 
cerns that the Yangs were acting 
as a team.” 


Mr. Yang’s five-year term ends 
this year and diplomats say he is 
being replaced mainly because of 
his advanced age. However, 
some speculated that Mr. Deng 
would find his departure conve- 
nient for political reasons. 

“It’s part of the sidelining of 
Yang,” said one envoy. “He’s 
■still pretty sprightly, but the job is 
for five years, so it’s a good time 
to get rid of him now.” 


Mr. Yang’s half-brother. Yang 
Baibing, was unceremoniously 
dumped from his top military 
posts during the Communist Par- 
ty’s 14th congress last October. It 
is widely believed that Mr. Deng 
was afraid be was building a 
personal support base in the army 


Mr. Jiang beads the powerful 
Central Military Commission and 
adding the presidency to his port- 
folio would concentrate bis power 

even further. 

The Ta Kung Pao said ■ Mr. 
Deng had been nominated as a 
candidate for the People's Li- 
beration Army to attend the NPC 
session that opens on March 15. 
It is not clear whether Mr. Deng, 
who has retired from all state and 
party positions, would turn up. 

The newspaper said Premier Li 
Peng was a congress delegate for 
Peking. Mr. Li’s tenure is also 
ending, but there are few firm 
predictions of whether he will 
stay or go. 


pace of reform and opening.” But 
he has since shown enough sup- 
port for Mr. Deng's capitalist- 
style changes to save his job, 
many Chinese believe. 

Diplomats said Mr. Wan, 77, 
probably would be replaced to 
Qiao Shi. a member of the Com- 
munist Party's politburo Standing 
Committee. 


TOKYO (R) — New York 
Mayor David Dinkins, on a. visfc 
to Japan, praised Tokyo Monida 


civility and said his ownetty hi 
much to learn from dm Japanes 
cspital. “Tokyo has far lesscrinl 
Yoik...the courtes 


They said Mr. Wan may have 
fallen from grace because of as 
embarrassing parliamentary vote 

last year when 600 deputies in the 

usually docile body abstained in a 
vote on approving the controver- 
sial Three Gorges Dam Project. 

The Congress, expected to last 
until the end of March, will dis- 
cuss a wide range of proposals 
that include fixing market-style 
economic policies into the 
Chinese constitution, a draft 
corporate few, a baric few for 
agriculture and tough regulations 
to fight foreign espionage! 


pie is also very refreshmg t ?4&~ 
Dinkins told a news conference Sf 


Tokyo’s City Hall. “Would that 
: we could daasweHas l&oaft and . 


Mr. Li was slow to embrace 
Mr. Deng’s campaign launched in 
January last year to “speed up the 


The NPC is essentially a. 
rubber-stamp body that almost ' 
never strays from Communist 
Party polity. 




